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OR, THE 


NORTHERN ELECTION : 


A DRAMA in Rehearſal near Mittaw in Courland, 
under the EE of the Author, a Ruſſian Poet. 


WHEREIN: 


The preſent ſecret Views and Pol ITIcks of the Northera 
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Ohe Addition of a Kzy and NoTrs to this Third Edition, rendering it. 

neceſſary to tranſpoſe and even alter the Title of the Book, tis to be hoped 
the Alteration will give no Offence to the Purchaſers of the former Editions, 
who ſhou'd have had theſe e had they come ſooner to Hand. 
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MALES. 


Dramatis 1 probable 
Beſtie. Key. 


An OLD Lion, England. 
Hos, H—_—, 

A Fox, King of France. 
A MONKEY. 7 ＋ Pruſſia. 
An OLD Goar, King of Sweden. 
An OTTER, King of Denmark. 
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A Young LI ON, A young mameleſs R 


1 WESEL, Great Prince, Succeſſor of Ruſſia. 

A Boar, Prince Succeſſor of Sweden. 

A TalLBOT, Count Saxe. | 

. Great Huntſman of Rruſſia, of the 

|  meaneſt Birth, but a moſt 

_ ticular Favourite. 

A WoLF, Chancellor of Ruſſia. 

A BADGER, Chancellor of Sweden. 

4 Boa MEAD! D' Argenſon, Miniſter of War in 

France. 


ANMurx, . Some E Minifer F the 2 


Claſs. 
A "FRA Rar, 4 Chur lander, or any other Fo- 
reigner, a Penfioner of E—d. 


FEMALES 
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FEMALES. 


Dramatis A * - 
Beſtiæ. Key. 


 ABrar, Figs fs Princeſs i in k 
ATvREsGs, Empreſs Qu 5 Pueen. 
A LeoParDes, Princeſs of Ls Fier jo the 
1 King d Pruſia. 
A Hind, A Mailen Princeſs of Prof: 
A Young Ewz, A 1 44 of the fe 
vi 


An Old C * 1 4 Governeſs to Two 
8 Wo {cog to be ft To 


 cheriſh'd by a very great an- 
E married Princeſs. 


Servr, 4 Wand in \ the Neighs 
- bourhood, ef Mi ittaw, in Cour- 


(2) 


EXPLANATORY NOTES 
| On the DRAMA, intitle, . 
A SEQUEL 60 the Congreſ of the Beaſts, &c. 


II A 15S very perceptible that the Author of this extraordi- 
|; | nary Performance intended to bring the World acquaint- 

ed, as he ſeems to have been very well himſelf, with 

the real Syſtem of Politicks, and ſecret Views of the Northern 
Powers, and their Allies ; that the Publick may not be amufed with 


the ftrain'd, if not frivolous, Pretext ſet up by a certain Court for 
CT in that Part of Europe. How he has ſucceeded will 


beſt be known; and-to them only, who peruſe his Scenes with At- 
tention ; for having ſo divided, varied, and-deverſified the Subject, 
perhaps the better to amuſe his Reader, or more probably to cover 


himſelf from the Reſentment of the Arrogant and Haughty, that - 


unleſs his Acts be conſider'd with ſome greater Degree of Reflec- 
tion, than what is uſually. beſtow'd on leſs intereſting Drama's, the 
great preſent Importance of his Diſcoveries may not ſo readily be 
perceiv'd, as it were to be wiſh'd it was, at a Conjuncture ſo de- 

licate and critical as the preſent. ——But to the Examination of the 
particular'Scenes. Bela | | 


ACT I. Scr. I. 


| H E Converſation in this Firſt Scene, between the P. Suc- 

ceſſor, and Chancellor of Sweden, opens very naturally the 
principal Subject of the Piece, and brings a moſt important Secret 
to Light; on which, indeed, moſt of the Machinery of the Drama 
Hinges ; and it may be ſaid too of all the Politicks of a certain 
powerful Court, which appears more ardent in Support of the Free- 
dom of a neighbouring Nation than they themſelves ſeem to require 
it ſhould. . Why ſhou'd not the Great, be allow'd Liberty of pri- 
vate Conduct, as well as the Fazy of inferior Rank? But, be that as 
it may, if this Writer's Inſinuation be well founded, as tis now ge- 
nerally believ'd in the North, at leaſt, to be, wiz. That there are two 
Sons already had, no Matter on what Terms, er of what Birth, or 
Rank the Sire, the Whole Secret of the Conduct, of a certain em- 


it 
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broiling Cabinet, for ſome 8 5 paſt, may be moſt eaſily fathom'd; 
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ER 1 
it being very natural to raiſe a Son at the Expence of a Nephew, 
who ſeems but of ſmall ExpeQation. Nor is another Hint, in this 
Scene, leſs natural on the Part of R——8,..which might wiſh to 
kindle ſuch a Flame in Sweden as might light back again the Ne- 
| phew to a Succeſſion, which he once refuſed, at the Expence of an 
 Unklezwhoſeſuperior Talents and Virtues render him obnoxious, not 
only to the Court of Peter ſbous g, but that of L—x, alſo. And, here, 
in this Firſt Scene, the Source of this Prejudice to that Gallant 
Prince, is very ane accounted for (Page 4 and 5) where he 
Vows attempting the Recovery of the Territories torn from the 
Crown of Sweden, as well in this, as the late Reign. Is it then 
ſtrange that Rua ſhould openly, and England, that is, H——r, 


ſecretly obſtruct the Views of a Prince, likely to wreſt Livonia, and 


Part of Finaland, from the Firſt; and Bremen, and Verden, from 
the Latter ? This Scene likewiſe elucidates another Motive, for an 
early Clog. on the Flight of this Northern Eagle, ſo dreadful in the 
Eyes of a, and Hanoverian Stateſmen. For if our Author's 
Suggeſtion here, be as juſt as in other Points, his Pruſtan Majeſty is 
_ defign'd to be wounded thro' the Sides of his Brother-in-Law. Even 
the-Creft of France is to be lower'd by taking down the Prince Sue- 
ceſſor of  Szvedex. Are we, then, to Wonder at the preſent In- 
flaming, it may be ſaid, arbitrary, inſulting Conduct of the greateſt 
Nerthers Court, towards a Prince and Nation, from whom ſo much 
is apprehended, when once united at Home, and ftrengthen'd by the 
Alliance, of ſo riſing a Prince as the King of Pruſſia; become ob- 


— 


noxious, if not terrible, to ſome of his Neighbours ; only for his 
luperior Virtues and Addreſſes in the Art of Government? 


t 5 
H E Dialogue, in this Scene, between the P. Sucegſſr, and 
the Royal Si ſters, contains ſeveral Hints, no leſs judicious than 
new and artful. Among : theſe, is that, where tis ſuggeſted, that 
England, in certain Hands, wou'd be a more natural Ally to Sweden 
than France ; and that the three greateſt Proteſtant Powers in Exrope, 
England, Sweden, and Pruſſia, once well cemented, as tis ſuggeſted, 
In this Scene oy might by an Intermarriage between the Princeſs 
of p, and a Prince whom every Reader is at Liberty to name, 
or paint, as he pleaſes; or, indeed, by a ſtronger Tie, their mutual 
Interefts, they would be powerful enough to keep the whole Con- 
tinent in Peace, by reſtraining its Sovereigns within the Bounds of 
Juſtice and Moderation; and particularly France, whoſe Ambition 
ſuch a Triple, Proteſtant-Alliance, might be able to Check, and 
robably would. In this Scene, likewiſe, there ſeems great Delicacy 
in the Author's Method of weaning the Mind from any narrow re- 
7 Prejudice contracted by Education, by awaking his Royal 
laiden from Error, by Jealouſy. And, here, let it be obſerv'd, 
that whether or no there was any real Intention as to either the Praſ- 
tan or Poliſb Match, for the Prince figur d in this Scene, the — 
7 | ity 
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| \ 3.42 
bility that there might, will bear off the Author with Applauſe. 
And, I believe, it was never doubted, that P——a and Sweden: 
wou'd, on Occaſion, cheriſh and ſupport the Intereſt of that. tenerent 


Youth, to be reveng'd of a certain Heſters Power, ſuppos'd to fo- 
ment the riſing Broils in the North. As well in this Scene, as in 


others that follow, a generous Contempt is ſhewa for the inhoſpi- 


tality of France, which the Poet very adroitly brings in Aid of Jea- 
louſy, to reconcile his Royal Heroine: to One whom he ſuppoſes 10 


neceſſary for preſerving publick Tranquility; and, particularly, for 


humbling France. 
ACT H. Scensr. I. 


TN the Beginning of the Firſt Scene of this Second AR, we ſhall 
not oaly find the Secret Lowe-Scene ſuggeſted in the forgoing 


Act, confirm'd by him who is the principal Actor; but that very 
Actor, from the /ecres Honours done him, betraying an Arrogancy 
natural to Upſtarts in their Elivation. This Fhought, particularly,. 


in this Place, is not only juſt but reſin d. The Converſation, af- 


terwards, between this Muſhroom-Favourite, the Great Huntſman, 
and the Great Chancellor of R——a, further explores the Views of 
that Court, in Favour of the Fruits of ſecret Love, to the Excluſion 
of the adopted Nephew, in ſo clear a Manner, that it is impoſſible, 
we think, any intelligent Reader can oyer-look them. This Scene con- 
cludes with One of the moſt refin'd, yet not improbable, Speculations 
that could be well imagined. We can'tiay but the Author, who ſeems 
well acquainted in the Northern Courts, may have his: Reaſons for 
ſuppoſing the x — - Primier ſecretly in the Intereſt of the rigbtſul 
Heir, from Inducements ſolely ariſing from a Warmth for his Coun- 
try, and Love of Juſtice ; but the Poet might very juſtly be al- 
low'd to impute ſuch a Deſign to a Minifter, who puts his Miſtreſs on 
Meaſures ſo extraordinary, violent, and unprecedented, as, very pro- 
bably, in their Conſequences, will ſhake her Government. and 


Power; which are thought not ſo firmly eſtabliſh'd, but that a fingle 


Domeſtick Convulſion might overturn: both. | 


Scene II. 


HIS Second Scene opens with a Converſation between the 
R Primier, and an Englif Miniſter, which reveals part- 

ly, what is not in the leaft doubted at Berlin, or Stockholm, viz. 
That the Court of L z has all {along egg'd on that of R a, 


in her Inſults on Sxweder, and has ſtipulated to ſupport the War in 


Conſequence of ſuch Inſulis, with a copious Hand. ——The Sneer 
in this Scene, on the preſent happier State of England, from the Ef- 
fects of a controverted Title, and a Change of Syſtems, is peculiarly 
delicate and opportune. This Scene ends with a Speculation 
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Influence. 


curious enough, and well worth the Notice of ſuch as would know . ; 
the Arts by which an ZE——+ Miniſtry acquire and maintain their 


Scenes III. 


FF VO us, here in the Norzb, who are well inform'd, nothing in 
this Third Scene appears new or myſterious; tho', I find, it 
has had quite another Fate in other Parts of Europe. The Inſinua- 


tion that there has all along been a Secret, good Underſtanding, be- 
tween the Court of L 


z, and the preſent King of Sweden, is 
ſtrongly painted in this Scene, Nor are the Touches, on the zeu- 
tral Conduct which England ſhould obſerve in theſe Northern Broils, 
and the Influence of H 
But there is ſomething peculiarly fingular in the Poet's charging the 
old Lion here, with being of late grown a Tippler, as if the conſtant 
Conduct of England, ſince the A n, had been inconſiſtent with 
cool Reflection. And preſently after this Sarcaſm, eee Pri- 


mier of Scveden, is made to blab out a Secret concerning the ſudden 


Death of Charles XII. which had always given Riſe to Whiſpers, 
unfavourable to ſome very great Perſonages, as well living as dead. 
In this Scene, likewiſe we find, the Conduct of France towards the 
Houſe of St. —t, during the late Troubles in Britain, and, indeed, 
at all Times, very judiciouſly accounted for; and a very ſtrong and 
ſerious Obſervation made, that, tho' it be not the Intereſt of that 
Crown to give effectual Support, to the exiled Family, that it would 
thoroughly anſwer the Views and Intereſts of P——a and Sweden, 
to obſerve a contrary Conduct, in Caſe of a Rupture.— The Poet, 
in this Scene, draws a Parallel between the Inpotency of the preſent 
K. of Sweden, the K. of Poland, and England, which muſt be de- 
fective, with Reſpect to the Latter; unleſs he means that Exgliſb 
Counſels have no more Weight in England, ſince the -, than 
the aforeſaid Monarch's have in the Kingdoms, whoſe Pageant Thrones 


they fill. | 


1c i. 


HIS Scene, the moſt expreſſive that could poſſibly be invent- 

ed of the true Intereſt, as well as preſent Situation of Eng” 

land ; ſhews no leſs the Skill, than political Knowledge of the Poet · 

He very truly ſhews Trade to be the true Intereſt of that Iſland; and, 

that all her Wars ſhould be for its Protection only; and ſolely by 
Sea, where her chief Strength lies, 


UR Author, in this Scene, would ſuggeſt the /:t//: Court paid 


to E. d, even by thoſe whom the had, and does {till ſupport, 
at a vaſt Expence; and, that all the Homage, which is ſeemingly paid 
£9 


on her Councils, drawn leſs maſterly. | ? 


to her, is from her Connexion with H. r, to which B= is be- 
come a Footſtool. E d, lower in the Scene, makes but an auk- 
ward Figure, as being bully'd and banter'd by her Penſioners : But, 


had not the Poet Reaſon for drawing her as he does, if it be true 


that ſhe has been plunged into an exceſſive Debt to ſupport Quar- 
rels ſhe had no Concern in? — This Scene concludes with a Sohlo- 
uy of E——4's well worthy of Attention, particularly, where ſhe 
fry to condemn herſelf, for bearing with the Inſults of thoſe that 
had bully'd her into a vaſt Expence, by frighting her with the Pre- 
tender, as often as her Purſe was to be open'd. Nor is the Se//-exami- 
nation, of the old Lion, concerning the Yelp, leſs delicate, or im- 
portant, to all, who wiſh well to their Country. 


8e 
HIS Scene ſuppoſes a Reluctance in the x. Miniſtry to 
to engage their Country in the riſing Broils of the North, as 
being intirely foreign to her Intereſt. —A very reaſonable and natural 
Reluctance! But the Poet, with his uſual Addreſs, produces a 
much higher Influence, which bears all before it with an Impetuofity 
natural enough; and preſently the Intereſt of E— A ſubſides to 
make Way for a Foreign. The Whole Scene is ſo expreflive of the 
Opinion which the M r and Servant are ſuppoſed to enterain of 
each other, that any Attempt of mine, to explain it, would but 
render it more obſcure, | 


Sc RENE IV. 
THIS whole Scene is a ſuppos'd Soliloquy of his P——# 


| | Majeſty's, wherein his Fears, for ſecret Attempts, on the Life 


ot tome young Prince, and his Intentions in his Favour, are manifeſted : 
And the Touches upon the Religion of Princes in particular; and 
Biggotiſm in general, are ſingularly curious and worthy of the ſupe- 
rior Genius ſuppoſed to have dropp'd them. Here, the Inſinua- 
tion of the ſecret Connexion of the K. of S——z with H is 
purſued, | | | 


SCENE, T: 

IS Prufien Majeſty, and the Chancellor of Sweden, opan 
more clearly, in this long Scene, what had been but lightly 
rouch'd on in the forgoing Scenes. And here, alſo, are the ſuppoſed 
Views, and obviating and defenſive Meaſures of Pruffia and Swe- 
dea deduced ; among the Latter, of which, a cloſe Friendſhip with 
the nameleſs Youth, ſeems to be the Principal, as his Succeſs, as tis 
exprels'd here, would neceſſarily take off E-—4 from abetting the 
Enemies of Pruſſa. The Skill of the Poet, in aſſigning a leſs po- 
litical Cauſe for the growing Amity of the Monarch towards that 
Youth, is not leſs delicate than judicious ; it being certain that no 
Frieng/2ip can be permanent and ſincere, that is not founded on a 
Sameneſs 


n .. ˙ . ied LE do 1 
* 4 


_— . * 2 — W Ser 
C HR EIA Sc Ara 


r 


3 ²˙ 


A 


Se 2 Nee n ” 
* 5 - * 
2 — Pan l 
- a a6 4 — IIS — 


ſameneſs of Sentiments. 1 ſurely, Cements, when even Inte; 
reſt wont. But there is yet, if poſſible, more Skill and Beauty in 
the amiable Character, which his Prufiar Majeſty is undeſignedly 
and naturally induced to draw of himſelf in this Scene. The Por- 
traiture, indeed, of ſo ſiniſn'd a Prince, as the King of Pruſſia, is a 
Taſk of Difficulty ; but if ever a Man unbends, and unmaſques, tis 
| when he unboſſoms himſelf to One he thoroughly confides in: 
And as the Author ſuppoſes the Confidence real and reciprocal, 
between the Monarch and the Miniſter, he may very juſtly deduce 
the Former as laying his Thoughts before him quite naked and un- 
veil'd.—-Notice is taken in this Scene, and, indeed, in others of this 
Work, of the conſtant Waſte of the Wealth of Z——4, in bribing, 
and corrupting, all that are ſuſceptible of Corruption, all over the 
Continent. How far the genuine Intereſt of that Kingdom is con- 
cern'd in fuch a vaſt Expence, is beſt known to thoſe who thus dole 
away the Treaſure of their Country.— This Scene ends with a Suſ- 
picion of the Primier's of Ryfjia's Intentions, in Favour of the right 
Ful Heir to the Empire, and a Reſolution of ſeconding him under- 
hand. But as the Scene Ends abruptly, on the Appearance of the 
C——2, and her Family, we are left to gueſs, whether the Reſolu- 
tion taken by his Pruſſian Majeſty, to ſupport the Schemes of the 
 Primier, in Favour of the true Heir, ſprung from the Effect of his 
Policy, or that of his Juſtice and Generoſity to an injur'd Royal 
Youth ; tho' the Proofs we have of that Prince's Virtues in general, 
might have juſtified the Author in imputing it ſolely to his Generoſity. 


ACT IV. Scens I, 


N this Scene, we find his M. C. Majeſty, and his Miniſter of 
War, repenting the ill Uſage, not long fince, ſhewn in France, 
towards a young Prince, invited thither, as 'tis thought, under the 
moſt ſolemn Promiſes and Engagements; and, tis curious enough to 
obſerve, how artfully the Poet works on the Fears of the grand 
Monarch and his Miniſter, by even a Look from the injured Youth. 
| The reſt of the Scene is made up of Reſolutions, and Schemes, for 

diſtreſſing that 7ozth, dreading he ſhould ever be in Plight to revenge. 
the Treatment he met with. ML ns E 

JJ tc. 
THE K. of France and his Miniſter, are introduced in this and the 
next Scene, as Witneſs of One of Love and Jealouſy, between 
the Two Princeſſes already mention'd, as ſuppos'd to ſtand faireſt in 
his P——z Majeſty's Eye, for cementing the Tripple, Proteſtant 
Alliance, before ſpoke of, between him, the Prince of Sueden, and 
the Touth Maletreated by Lewis XV. But unleſs the Monarch be 


ſo introduced, that he may receive the Reward of his 7-ho/pitally, 
15 as 
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as he does copiouſly from the E we don't ſee but he might 


have been abſent here; but was it intended to expoſe more glaringly 


French Perfidy, as we believe it was, we muſt own the Thought to 
have been well choſen, and well expreſſed, and conducted. Beſides, 
the Poet found his Account otherwiſe, by the King's Preſence, that 
it furnifſh'd him with a ſpecious Pretext of reconciling the jarring 
Ladies; which otherwiſe would be difficult, as Nature does not rea- 
dily bend to Reaſon, or even to Intereſt, when beated by Love. 
Yet, in this Scene, we find Generofity have greater Weight than 
both, and very naturally; it being true, that a Mind really noble 
and generous, as we might ſuppoſe Princeſſes endow'd with, will 
ſooner yield to Impulſes ariſing from Generofity and Compaſſion, 
than any other. —The Ew¾e, or Princeſs Ratfoil, is made here to ex- 

ſe the Impotency of the K. of Poland, as King. But why the 


0 
= Poet repreſents him under the Character of the A/, is hard to gueſs, 
unleſs it be, that he believ'd it his Intereſt, tojoin openly in the Con- 


federacy againſt ſo great nd incroaching a Power as the Czarina's. 


Scene IV. 


TTERE we find a manly Youth labouring under complicated 
Misfortunes, which, if his Mind anſwers the amiable Colour- 
ing beſtow'd on it by the Poet, deſerves more the Smiles of Fortune. 


But this Deity, being render'd blind by the ſame Fiction that created 


her, we are not to Wonder if ſhe often makes an ill Choice of her 
Favourites. The Picture drawn here, of this Touth's Mind, is deli- 
cate and endearing ; nor is it the leſs affecting, that the Character 
comes from the Perſon himſelf, for the Reaſons already given in the 
Inſtance of his Prufian Majeſty. The only Doubt then to be ſolved, 
is, Whether the Portraiture be drawii to the Life; and, to this we 
Anſwer, That Fame ſpeaks loudly in Favour bf the Original. But 
they beſt can tell how truly ſhe ſpeaks, who know him 6 ½.—I can- 
not better conclude my Thoughts, on this well-wrought Scene, than 
in the Words of the Poet, where lie makes his youhful Hero com- 
plain of Zewwis XVth's be | 
my Foe, becauſe he's ſure 1 cannot Be bis Friend. 


SCENE} V. 
F it be true, that Count Saxe was always a Friend to the Claim of 
the exiled Family, to the B——+ Crown, as we muſt ſuppoſe 
the Poet took it to bes nothing is more natural than the Openneſs, 
with which the young Lion and Talbot treat one another in this Scene; 
and the Cautions given the Former, as to his Conduct and Security. 
The Poet here treats the Election of Duke of Courland as a Fatce, 
which to beſure, it will be whenever it happens. And aſter he makes 
the Count open partly the Intentions of his Praſtanm Majeſty, with 
Regard to the Jouth he was converſing with, I don't — to 
| ave 


eing his ſecret Enemy; ſaying, Reynard is | 
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80 
to have ſeen a-finer, 5 in ſo few Words, than in 
the Similitude between the Sentiments of that glorious Monarch, and 
the Youth's, whole Intereſt, the Poet ſuppoſes, he will eſpouſe.—A 
Tranſcription of it here, cannot but oblige, a Reader of any Taſte 
or Delicacy.——*< Ah ! My Lord, did you know.the wide Com- 
40 -_ of the Monkey's (his P——z Majeſty's) Plan, you would 
ce 
<<. reſtore the Golden Age of Plenty, Freedom, and general Hap- 
„„ pineſs. —— What Plan more glorious, or becoming great Minds? 
What Praiie more delicate ? Or, what Praiſe more _meritoriouſly due? 
Vet this was the Prince, who, not long ſince, was proclaim'd mad 
and delirious, by a certain Court, that dreads his eighbourhged, 
and Power, only becauſe of his Virtues,” which reflect Diſhanour 
on moſt of his Rank now exiſting. V 1 
e . 
HE Two firſt Scenes of this Act, need no Explanation to 
any Reader, the leaſt Converſant with the modern Waſte of 
E. Treaſure,. in Bribes and Penſioners, not- only, at Home, but 
throughout the Continent ; and in the Weight of Debts, and Taxes, 
under which &——4 groans, in Conſequence of the enormouſneſs of 
her Out-goings for a Series of Years. The Poet has touch'd the firſt 
Part of this Confideration, ſkilfully and ludicrouſly, in the firſt 
Scene; and in the Second, the preſent State, as well as gloomy, 
future Proſpects, of that Nation, are produced ſo pathetically, that 
it is plain, the Author, tho' a Ruſſan, muſt have had a Feeling for 
that ſetting, once riſing People. Nor does this Tenderneſs for Eug- 
land, appear leſs conſpicuouſly, in an Expreſſion, at the Cloſe of this 
ſecond Scene, which he puts into the Mouth of the M—r, whom the 
Lion ¶ England) taxes with being the chief Inſtrument of the Waſte 
of her Treaſures: in Quarrels her Intereſt' was wholly unconcern'd 


in, “ How much farther, pray, do you ſee, (who tax me with 


+7 % &< 


13 


66 'Diſre gard for Poſterity) or did you ſee, when you contracted the 


« Alliance, Which has, and will render us all, Mules and Dromeda- 
& ies? This, perhaps, may be an Rebuke to the Community 
in general, but no Excuſe for an Individual that ſhould promote im- 
poverſhing or enſlaving his Coutitey, from 'the ſordid Motives of ac- 


4 


Auiring Power or Riches. 


1 
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- HIS long Scene ſerves only to ſhew us, what 1 Believe all 
1 - Europe are convinc'd of, viz. that the Influence of H——# 


Counſels wholly directs the Conduct of E; and, that in Con- 


ſequence, Foreigners pay her little or no Difference, while _ are 


LO 


>.< 
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charm'd to find another Heart. /;ke your gwvn, that pants to | 
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(9) 
aKduous in their Court to the H——- Juncto, that is, the few 
Hu in the Confidence of the and thoſe En——5 M—rs 


who are ſo happy as to be well with them. Tis true, E——d 
appears in this Scene in a pretty ridiculous Light, ſaubb'd, ſpur'd, 


and whip'd. But has not the Uniformity of her wrong Meaſures, 


with Regard to her own true Intereſt, ſince the -n, authoriſed 
the Poet to ſhew her even in a worſe Light? He makes her, 


however, 6n Occaſion, retort ſmartly, and, pertinently on thoſe who 


take Liberties with her; as where ſhe tells the Czarina, and E. 
Queen (Page 59.) That Powers of their Religion, and Difpati/m, are iu- 
dicd, likely to prove very ſolid Props for ſupporting the Religion and 
Liberty of a free Proteſtant People. Again, (Page 63.) E 4 
under the Character of the Lion, is produced in an advantagious 
Light; where ſhe heſitates in aiding towards the Recovery of zo 
Cubs, ſecured by the Wolf, or Chancellor of R, for fear of 
committing an Injuſtice to One who had a better Right to the Crown 
than either the Mother or Sons.—This Scene finiſhes with a quite 
new Stroke of Politicks, pretty much in the prophetick Stile ; which 
is, that the Czarina may probably drop her preſent Alliance with 
E — , or, rather, H. r, and be reconciled to France. And, un- 
leſs the Poet, whoſe Drama muſt have been wrote Nine Months at 
leaſt, had foreſeen that the Turk would make War on Ru/fa as 
joon as ſhe ſhould be engag'd with Sweden, and, that chiefly by 
French Influence; and, that on that Emergency, ſhe muſt be oblig'd 
to beg the Mediation of France, I can't ſee any other probable 
Motive for ſuppoſing a Change in the C-—e's Conduct towards 


4, whom ſhe Milks at preſent with ſo little Ceremony. 


The ſubſequent two Scenes, which ſhould be mark'd the 5th and 
th (but miſ-printed the zd and 3d) ſerve to elucidate what bas been 
hinted at in ere. Scenes, relative to the Imbecility of the Heir 


Apparent of R——a ; the 2 ſecret Views of his Aunt, in 


favour of Two more dear to her; and of the Chancellor's ſuppoſed 

Deſign, to bring about a Reſtoration of the elder Branch, and righe- 
z Empire, as the only Means for eſtabliſhing 

the Tranquility, and Happineſs of his Country. | 


SS EN E VII. 


HE Poet ſhines in no Part of the Work more than in this laſt 

| Scene of the Fifth Act, where the Politicks, and Character 

ef his Hero, his Pruſſian Majeſty, are ſo variouſly, ſo finely, and fo 
naturally exhibited, He blends likewiſe the Character of his ſecond 
Favourite the young Lien, or nameleſs Youth, occaſionally ; and 
what is peculiar in this Writer, m his Characters, never ſo often 
i tonch d 
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peaks the innate. Virtue of his Mind, that ſcorns Deceit. 


touch'd upon, are always ſo diverſified, that they appear neW ta ghe 


Reader, who can't but remark the peculiar Delicacy. of the ſuccin 
Portraiture drawn in this Scene (Page 70.) of the preſent Set of Eu- 
ropean Rulers, and Heirs Apparent, rt. 


g 


* 
| 


ACT VI, Scznz 1, and II. 


HE Two firſt Scenes of this Act ſerve to confirm us, that 


a's Intentions towards 


the Author ſuppoſed the King of P 


the zamele/s Youth, to be fixt and certain; and, that he only waited 
For an Opportunity to promote the Intereſt of his Family. How 


better enlighren'd-the Poet may have been than others, we cannot 


ſay but from the natural Benevolence of —— Prince, we may 


ſuppoſe him a Friend to ſuch exalted Merit 


Diſtreſs, as Fame 
ſpeaks the Nameleſs to be endow'd with, oo 
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Els Scene opens with a View of the deſtructive Conſequen- 

2 (ces of Ambition, than which nothing couldbe better imagin'd 
for conveying an adequate Idea to his Reader, of the Spirit of the 
Courts of France and R=. Here, we find a new and delicate 
Character of the Nameleſs, when any Thing new of One fo often 


cCharacteriz d before, one would think to be almoſt impoſſible. But 


our Poet ſhines in that which moſt others fail,; the Noyelty of his 
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ticks, thrown into a new and flattering Light ; and the Dia- 
logue, between him and the Nameleſ, throws a no leſs agreeable 
Luſtre on the CharaQer. of the Latter, particularly, where (Page 83.) 
he is made to ſay, That his honelt Heart forbids an Interview, or 


J E RE we find the King of Pruſſia's Character, and his Poli- 


| „dan Iatercourſe, with One fo 'faithieſs and unhoſpitable (as 
ward)” what follows immediately after, Nat Rrſcutmeuts "are not 


always to be long:liv'd,: as Spoken by his . Majeſty, 
ſpeaks the Policy ef, this .conſummate' Stateſman; verſed in Af- 
fairs, while the Openneſs of the Namelzfs, leſs verſed in State Arts. 


This 


.C21)) 

This Fourth Scene is far from being the leaſt refin'd, or important 
of the whole Piece. It canveys the cleareſt Idea of the Influence 
of a Miniſter, long in favour and uncontrol'd, even after: he has 
been guilty of the groſſeſt Crimes, and detected; and it informs no 
leſs, how liable Princes, particularly, the Weak, are to be impoſed 
an, by thoſe they canfide maſt in. The Excuſe giyen here, by the 
W Miniſter, for ſeizing, the Cubs (or Boys) is delicate, and the/ moſt 
WT likely to be reliſh'd by a Miſtreſs, jealous: of her own Fitle; and, 
perhaps, of the Affection of her Subjetts. ' We cannot; therefore, 

at.reak on this among the many niaſterly Strokes with whjeh- this 
Wark abaupds. It affords a Leſſon which almoſt all Prinees ſtand in 
Need to learn. I know but of one r in Ca by whom 
the Reader will eaſily gueſs, I mean the King of Praia. Phe 
nameleſs Youth, ſo often and advantageouſly mention'd, in this Dra- 
ma, promiſes, that he may be a Second. Before I conclude my 
Obſervations, on this Scene, let me point out a Strain of Generoſity 
in this Poet, uncommon, whereOne appears . ae Soi an Enemy, as 
he does all along, to the Cæ—a, and her late Meaſures, with Regard 
to Sweden; this iswhere he makes her Yield to theReaſons of her Mi- 


T ———:⅛˙: ˙¹—ꝛ¾/ 


niſter, for not conſenting to uſe her Power to diſtreſs the nameleſs | q 
Youth, in Compliſgyice to\ the egipeſt Splicitatigns of One of her i 
Allies, to whom that Youth 1s no little Eye-ſore, „ 


SCENE V. 


| E are now come to the laſt Scene of this Piece, which, tho? 
| it be but ſhort, and contains little more than may naturally 
be expected to come from a bad Man, that dreads the Reſentment of 

One, far more virtuqusthan himſelf, whom he had offended and in- » 
jured; yet it is wound up ia ſuch a Manner, as muſt neceſſarily at- 
tract the Attention of the Curious. Phe Reader will ſoon perceive, 
that I mean the lattex Part of it, where the injured zamele/s Youth, 
1 by the Fox, and dlſdaining to upbraid, or 


is introduced, as 1 
bold any Parly ai XV. Who had deceiy'd and abus'd him, { 


and becoming this Princeſs more particularly, that had herſelf taſted 
of the Bitterneſs of Reſtraint and Perſecution. 


but /ernly looks on him with ſcopn. end contempt, —This Thought, [ 
tho? 62 from the mes >, Poet bs Ancients, 3 to 1 
looſe nothing of its Beauty, by the Perſonages, and the Manner in } 
which 1t is introduced, Nor let the Generoſity of the Poet be 9 
unheeded, who, in this Scene, raiſes the Character of the Cz—a, 4 
obviouſly no Favourite of his, by her Reſolution not to comply i 
with thoſe Allies, that ſhould expect ſhe would uſe her Authority 1 
to thwart the errant Youth in his Deſigns, and force him from ji 
e the Northern Climes. —A Reſolution worthy of a great Mind, 9 


2 N 
e 


I 


_ 
I have now made good the Promiſe exacted from me by a few 
Friends, who inſiſted I ſhould publiſh my Thoughts on a Drama, 
which furniſhed this Hemiſphere with much Speculation and Satiſ. 
faction. How I have anſwer'd the Opinion they entertain'd of my 
Talents, for ſuch a Taſk, I leave them and the Publick to judge; 
with this Intreaty, however, that they indulge me with the ſame Li- 
bery ſhall be pleaſed to take with me, in cenſuring any of my 
Obſervations: They muſt build on Conjecture, ſo did I. How ſe- 
vere, therefore, would it be for one Man to condemn another for 
thinking differently from him? I build on this Baſis, and hope no 
Courtier, or MI Sycophant, will owe me Spight for walking 
by the Clue of my Rea/on, the only Guide weak Mortals have to 
_ waddle thro” this thorny World. | 
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4 Den at che Foot of a Craggy Mountain, is 
2 Mood. 


Bnter 4 Boar, and 4 'Badger, coming forth 
vs from the 1. 


Baar. 


: Y dear Badger, my boſon Friend? 8 
How ſhall T retaliate ? _— 

 Badg. By ſparing the Confafioh 
of your Servant at preſent; and 

hereafter, by having no Intereft ſeparate from 

that of thoſe o'er whom you have been e- 

lected to rule. My Lord, as much an Ene- 

my as Jam to * Incroachments of an ar- 
| B rogant, 


2 The Northern Frey; ; or, 


rogant, ambitious, unciviliz'd Neighbour, 


and to the Perfidy of one more diſtant, 1 


had not wrought ſo unweariedly in your 
Cauſe, but with a View to the future Free- 
dom and Grandeur of my native Soil. 
Boar. Is it not mine alſo, on the ſure 
Side? 

Badg. It is, my Lord; and therefore have 
we — * you above all the Vouth of the 


Foreſt, ſince your young Kinſman, of the 


elder Branch, had o'er-look'd our Choice. 
For, my Lord, ſetting by hereditary Right, 
which J neither appung nor defend, Proxi- 
mity of Blood is ever attended with Conve- 
niency. Many Competitors for a Poſſeſſion, 
draw after them too many Calamities for a 
wiſe Individual to wiſh to be curs'd with 
any See what Inconveniences attend the 
doubtful Cauſe of Competition in a Weſtern 


Foreſt ; ſee what Miſery the controverted 


Claim has. brought on its Inhabitants; ſee 
what Regulations, and what weighty Burdens 


they are oppreſs'd with in Support of a con- 


| overted Title. 
Bear. No ſuch Miſchiefs can attend your 


Choice of me: When the preſent aged . 
ler drops, the Helm devolves on me without 


2 Competitor. 


Badg. So it ought ; if Juſtice had been 


the Guide of Beaſts, But alas! like perfi- 
dious Man, the Inhabitants of the Foreſt 
Know, or gun no Law but that of Conve- 

niency. 


— 


Ws 
2 WH 
—— 
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niency. Ah, Prince! ſwerve not, when you 
come to govern, like lawleſs Man, from the 
Laws and Dictates of Reaſon and Juſtice, 
Be juſt to your Word; nor let Intereſt or 
Conveniency attract you from the Path of 
Honour. Your young Kinſman reſign'd to 
you for a wider, tho not a fairer Lawn; 
yet now wou'd he reſcind his own Act, and 
_ 0'ertake the Time elapſed, 

Boar. O'er perſuaded by the ambitious 
Bear, who dreads my Reign. And well 
| ſhe may, ſince no Art nor Force ſhall be 
wanting to thwart her Defigns. What! ſhall 
I, unmov'd, ſee a ſpurious Brood ſet -o're 
my Kinſman's Head; ſhall I, that am ſprung 
from ſovereign Blood, fit down tamely and 
ſee the moſt ſolemn Acts of Empite reſcind- 
ed; ſhall I, by an unpardonable Indolence, 
countenance the Debaſement of Royalty? If 
ſhe muſt take Enjoyment, let it be accord- 
ing to the Laws of the Foreſt. My dear 
Badger, could you ſuſpect fo great Depravi- 
ty in one of ſo exalted a Rank ? 

Baag. Is ſhe not a Female ? 
| Boar. So is my Conſort, the Leopardeſs 
yet does ſhe always walk in Honour's Path ? 
Baadg. Thanks to her Education, Na- 
ture is the ſame in all, but corrigible; and 
they are happieſt that meet with Correction. 
The Bear was taught no Law but. that of 
wild Nature, nor are we to wonder that 
the obſerves no other. But your fair Con- 
TOS BS ſort 
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4 The. Northern Fray; Or, 


ſort met with early Correction from a care- 
ful Dam, who form'd her to Wiſdom and 
to Virtue, - 

Boar. The Dam might 8 form'd her 
to Virtue, but to her Brother ſhe ſtands in- 
debted for the Share of Wiſdom ſhe poſſeſ- 
ſes. —Ah, my Friend! how happy am I in 
the Alliance of fo conſummate a Politician ! 

Badg. Happy indeed; and the more ſo. 
at preſent, that without his Aid your Pro- 
ſpe& of Dominion ent be variable, if not 
uncertain. 

Boar. How, my F ried { As much my 
Enemy as the Bear i is, as much-as ſhe dreads 
my Neighbourhood and -Power, when the 
aged Goat ſhall fink into the Grave, I did 
not think-ſhe meant to ſtrip me of that Right 
which Election gives me. 

| Badg. Alas, My Lord! You ſee not the 


Depth of the Plan adopted by the Bear, 
and her more crafty * who ſe- 


cretly ſeek your Fall, the better to take down 


your Brother-in-La the Monkey, and —_ 


common Friend, the Fox, 

Boar. Yes, my faithful Counfellor, 1 can 
now diſcern the Tendency of the vaſt i iniqui- 
tous Project but, dear Badger, are not all 


the Projects of Ambition iniquitous? Well, 


if it pleaſe Heaven to veſt me with ſupreme 
Power, Ambitioh ne'er ſhall warp me to In- 
juſtice. —If, by the Aid of Confederates, I 
ſeek to recover thoſe Lawns and Cliffs _ 
ha 
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had been torn from our Foreſt, Ambition 
cannot be ſaid to have any Share in the glo- 
rious Strife. Oh, my Friend! ſhall I fo far 
ſtain the Blood deſcended to me from the 
boaſted Heroes of the North, my ſhining 
material Forefathers, as not to attempt reco- 
vering what had been wreſted from them? 

Badg. Nay, what had been lately forced 
from us. — Oh! never, my Lord, fit idle, 
like our preſent Shadow of a Ruler; but ſeize 
an Opportunity to extend your Dominions 
to their ancient Bounds. 


Boar. Was but this decrepit Geat gather d 0 


to his Fathers yet forbid it Heaven, that 
I ſhou'd wiſh or precipitate his End! But if 
he woud abdicate—— _ 

Badg. Take heed, my Lord, in what 
Senſe you ſpeak that Word. 


Boar. I know no Meaning it has but one, 


and that ſo ſelt-evident as not to admit of a 
Diſtinction. 

Badg. Had you been read in the Annals 
of the laſt Age, you wou'd have known that 
Abdication has a double Meaning. But fee 
your fair Conſort, with her young beauteous 
Siſter, the fair Find, come this Way. I'II 
retire to meditate on thoſe weighty Cares 
that fall to my Lot. [ Exzt. 
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SCENE II. 


Euer the Leopardels, and the Hind. 


"a eee my Dear; hs you ſuc- 
ceeded; have you diſpoſed your * Bro- 
ther to our Deſigns? 

Leop. My Brother, ever attentive to the 
Intereſt of bis Family, makes yours a com- 
mon Cauſe, and embarks in it with all his 
Force. He'll be here anon to unfold to you 
the Purpoſe of his deep Deſigns. - 

Boar. But have you won him to. our 
Scheme for taking down the rampant Hor/e, 

and for muzzling the old Lion? How ſay 

— you, fair Siſter, do you hold your Purpoſe ? 

Hind. You know, Brother, that we Maid- 
ens of Condition have no Will or. Purpoſe, 
but what's directed by wiſer Council. 

The Perſon and Endowments of the young 

Lion might tempt the haughtieſt Maid; but 
I confeſs there are Objections that ſtand in 
the Way with me.——I cou'd with he had 
a fix'd Abode, cou'd ſettle a Dower, and 
had worſhip'd as I do. 

\. Boar. He bids fair for a Reſidence, can 
for endowing a Conſort by your Alliance ; 
and, as for Worſhip, my dear Siſter, reckon 

with me, that your Suitor, like moſt Youth 
of the Age, is no Bigot to any particular 
Worſhip—-' Tis well if he thinks any Wor- 

ſhip 


* 


NESTS of BEAST. 7 
ſhip neceſſary; nor wou'd he be. leſs wel- 


come, where your Alliance might probably 


introduce him, if he did not. How comes 


it, that you bend to Prieſt-Craft more than 


your Siſter here, or your great Brother, 


who, ſuiting his religious Worſhip to his In- 
tereſt, is ever ready to change or alter that 
by this. In Days of yore religious Diſtinc- 
tions were Cloaks to Ambition, and enthuſi- 
aſtic Gudgeons were drawn in to co-operate 
in the iniquitous e of crafty Politicians; 
but in this more enlighten'd Age the Cob- 
web Veil is ſeen thro' and Intereſt is the on- 
ly Object that attracts the public Attention. 
Saw you not lately how your Suitor's Cauſe 
had been abandon'd by the Fox, when he 
might ſecure Succeſs ; and yet the Fox, and 

young Lion worſhip'd alike in Appearance. 
Hind g Ah | Name not that hateful Ob- 
ject Such diſhonourable Treatment under 
his own Roof! Such a Breach of Hoſpita- 
lity - fough pon him! Never more ſhall I 
rank your favourite Reynard among the Great 
and Polite: And ſo much I deteſt him, that 
if any Thing cou'd tempt me to yield to 
the Mhelp's Solicitation, it wou'd be that my 
Alliance might.enable the injured Youth to 

be reveng'd on his unhoſpitable Hoſt. 

| Boar. Generous Creature ! I love you for 
the Nobleneſs of your Sentiments. I de- 
teſt the Baſeneſs of Reynard as much as you 
2 can; 
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Ally of his maternal Houſe. PF 


8 The Northern Fray; Or, 
can; but at preſent his Alliance is too neceſ- 


fary for me to — cool upon him. 
Neceſſary! Ves, he is a neceſſary 
Ally ; ; but are you not fo to him ? Twice 
has the Bear, by ſuccouting Reynard's Ene- 
mies, forc'd him to a Peace; and how ſo 


well can he return the Favour, or prevent 


her thwarting his future Views, as by aiding 


my Brother and you to pare her Nails in the 


approaching Conflict? My dear Sifter, ſe- 
cond our Views on the Bear, and even on 
the Fox. We wou'd pull them both down, 


that the firſt might no more be able to give 


the Law here in the North, nor the other 
have Power to dictate in the South. The 
Bear, you know, wou'd . our Bro- 
ther's Elevation and mine, tho' 
his Succeſſion was ratified by anc Con- 
fent ; and cou'd ſhe ſucced, our dear Bro- 


ther, the Monkey, wou'd foon become the 
Victim of the haughty Tigreſ#s Reſentment ; 


for this Latter - and ths Bear arelink'd in a 
Confederacy againſt our Houſe. 
Hind. 1 ean perceive, Siſter, how my 
matching with the Wheſp might put him in 
plight to deprive your Enemy, the' Bear, of 
Suceours from the Lion and Horſe, but can- 
not ſee how it cov'd tend to the Wean of 
Reynard's Power; of if it did, why you and 
Conſort ſhow'd with ill to an ancient 


Lap. 


— 


Act of 


2 


NEST of BeAsTs; + 
TDeop. My Dear, you have not made Po- 
litics and Hiſtory your Studies as I have 
lince I am married, or you might have 
known, that above all the Inhabitants of the 
| Foreſt, Reynard is the moſt attach'd to Self- 
intereſt, He was the Ally of tny Huſ- 
band's maternal Houſe, but fo long and of- 
ten as it was his Intereſt fo to be; and even 
then he was ſcanty in Performance tho' ex- 
uberant in fair Promiſes. In ſhort, as I am 
by Nature an Enemy to Ambition and Per- 
fidy, I cou'd wiſh the Fox humbled, and 


wou'd exchange his Alliance for the Whelp's, 


as the moſt natural and uſeful, 

' Boar. The Whelp, in the Plenitude of 

Power, your Brother, and myſelf. 3 
Hind. You three would rule the Foreſt, 


- - 


e 


ha, ha! +. 

Boar. No, Siſter ; we wou'd not covet 
to rule the Foreſt; but wou'd prevent others 
to dictate there: And ſo well does Reynard 
know and ſee his own Intereſt, that he will 
ever prevent the triple Alliance if he can, 
But ſpight of him, your Match may produce 
the cſigible Effect. 5 
Hind. But why might not this teeming 
Scheme be brought to bear without me? Can 
no other Cement be found? There is the 
young fleecy Ewe, ſhe is fair and beauteous, 
has large Poſſeſſions, and has Blood equal to 
any; nay the Yhelp's Veins and hers are 
all' d from the ſame Source on the ſurer Side: 
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10 Je Northern Election; Or, | 
Not that I have any Objection, if my Bro- 
ther pleaſes ; but hitherto he has not been 
explicit on the Point. ma 
Bear, His Politics are refin'd ; perhaps he 
judges it might be thought too open an At- 
tempt to extend his own Power, if he ſhou'd 
match you with the Whelp. | 
Teop. He might think too, to leſſen his In- 
tereſt with thoſe of his own Worſhip, ſhou'd 
he ally with a Family exiled heretofore for 
a Difference of Opinion, — Ah! when will 
Beaſts grow wiſe and wear off the Edge of 
weak Prejudice? Our Dam imbibed the 
religious Weakneſs in her early Youth, and 
ſpite of her good Senſe, ſtill retains the Le- 
ven, This falſe Prejudice, and her Tender- 
neſs for a Brother, tho' he might not have 
deſerv'd greatly at her Hands, obſtruct your 
matching with the generous help. Our 
Brother yields to that maternal Power ſhe 
has over him; but, Siſter, if you warmly 
Join, we ſhall win him to our Purpoſe, and 
r the Envy and Pride of all the 
oreſt.— Oh ! did you ſee the glorious Youth 
with my Eyes. e 
Hind. I ſhou'd run into his Embraces— 
ha, hal Ah, Siſter! how Intereſt more 
than Love ingroſſes ſome female Hearts 
Boar. And ſome again are ingrofs'd more 


by Love See yon' youthful Pair that 


bend toward the Thicket, and ſay if they 
are not guided by Love alone. 
ER Hind. 


Nye e BRASTS 233 


Hind. How cloſe in Diſcourſe, How at- 
tentive is the yielding Ewe to all he ſays; 
how ſhe catches his Looks and how 

paſſionate are his Perdition ſeize the Cou- 
ple! (Add. 

Teop. Poor PFhing! tho' ſhe is jealous to 
my Wiſh, I can't fee this Tumult in her 
Breaſt without Concern. ( Afide to the Boar) 
My dear Siſter, hide not from us that the ſu- | 
perior maſculine Charms of the Whelp's Body 
and Mind have won your Heart, nor that 
the ſeeing him in Parly with the woollen 
Ewe, has bred that Confuſion we fee. Re- 
pine not at the placing your Heart on fo a- 
miable an Object, but rather pride yourſelf 
on being vanquiſh'd by 

Hind. Whom? / 1 ahp* my deareſt Siſter ! 
how am I ſure that the Ewe and he are not 
already join'd in Wedlock's Bands ? 

Leop. Fear it not, ſince without our Bro- 
ther's Conſent, he cou'd not, to Judgment, 
_ anſwer the taking ſuch a Step : Befides he 
has not been long enough in this Foreſt to 

have wound up ſo thorny an Affair. 
Hind. Ah, Siſter! Are they not turn'd this 
Way Too ſure they are, and come forward. 
He Wal not ſee the Spoil his Fame has made, 
before we win my Brother and Dam to our 

Suit, nor ſhall my Rival's Joy increaſe by 
obſerving my Perplexity.— Ah, Love! how 
{oathjng a are thy Pains! [ Exeunt. 
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| ACT Wn. 

8 C E N E I. 
A Rivulet ſuing from a Spri 18 ver ſhaded 


| with Trees. 
IR a Bull follrwed by Wolf. 


Bull. He is not here; yet ought he to tive 


known his Duty better-- If I am not to be 


his Maſter, am the Conſort of his Miſtreſs, 


and F hes of his future Maſter 
is here. To my Embrace; thou beſt Coun- 


ſellor and Favourite of the greateſt and grato- 
fulleſt She of the Foreſt. 


Enter a Wolf, embrac'd by the Bull. 


How "REY your Schictie? But why ſhou'd | 


1 doubt Succeſs in ſuch able Hands 


Wolf. In ſuch friendly Hands, you might 
fay--Were any Ability * to my Since- 


rity | 
Bull. I doubt neither, nor does my Con- 
fort. Convinc'd of your Zeal and Affection, 


ſhe truſts to your Conduct for elevating her 


eldeſt Cub, by me, to the Summit of Tower 
and Dignity. 


Wolf. Such is my Purpoſe ; tho your ob- | 


ſcurity ſtands not a * in our Way to Suc- 
ceſs. | Bull. 


But he 


5 
* 
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Bull. Tbelieve it; but your teeming Brain 
Wolf. Shall work your Ruin, if it fail me 
not. (Aſide.) All my Art, and little e- 
-nough too, ſhall be employ” d to cover the 
Blot attending your Offspring's Birth, and to 
render it ſpecious to the vulgar Herd. | 
Bull. There. hing all my Hopes. Do, 
faithful Wolf, allure the heedleſs Herd to our 
Purpoſe; for ſhou'd they take the Bit in 
the "Teeth, the Debaſement of her Choice 
of me, and our priſtine lawleſs Love, might 
become the Topics of chattering Fame, to 
the Undoing your Scheme. 
Wolf. Fear it not ; I'll take Care that they 
have no Time for Thought or deep Reflec- 
tion. By Shews and Paſtimes T'll divert 8 
| public Attention from Obſervation. | 
Bull. . Thou Cream of Politicians ! let me 
hold thee to my Heart. (Embraces.) I'll 
ſtraight to the Bear to chear her with the 
Proſpect of thy Succeſs.— The Mule ſtoops 
to ſtay his Thirſt in the Ford below, III 
leave thee to mould him to our Deſigns. 
His Maſter, in the double Capacity of Lion 
and Horſe, can beſt promote our Scheme, 
and. the Servant, if he cannot win his Lord 
to our Purpoſe, can urge him to it * Inti- 


midation. 


Wolf. Enough, enough; I know my Cue, 
and ſhall practice all Addreſs in the Service 
of my auguſt Lady, to whom, I pray, you 
. my N (Exit Wolf.) 803 this Fool's 
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14 The Northern Electian; Or; | 
in the Nooſe, as well as his weaker Conſort, 
who had the Judgment however to diſtin- 
guiſh a Bull from feebler Beaſts The 
Mule advances this Way——He c comes to 


fit me; but his Errand is ſleeveleſs. To un- 


fold the glorious Scheme, of righting the in- 
jured, to one, who riots in Power, by ſup- 
porting a Plan of a different Complexion, 
woud be Weakneſs No; the big Secret 
ſhall be buried in this faithful Breaſt ; nor 
ſhall it take Wind till the deep-laid Train 
take Fire and blaze. Oh ! how exqui- 


ſite the honeſt Pleaſure of puniſhing the 


Guilty, protecting Innocence, and reward- 
Merit. How meritorious to bring 
back the troubl'd Stream of Power to its juſt 


and native Clearneſs! Till this be done, no 


Peace or Concord, or Halcyon Days, can 
be look'd for in aur Foreſt, where all our 


late Convulſions were owing to the Foun- 
tain's Foulneſs. But the ee 
Mule is here. | 


8 C . N E II. 
Enter the Mule, a Roll o -—al þ 8 in lit 


Mule. Here, Brother Walf is the Project 
of the Alliance, between your Miſtreſs, the 


Bear, my Maſter, the Lion, the Tigreſs, 
and the — for removing the Boar, and 


Jong 
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ſubſtituting in his room the Veſel. The 
Confederacy is powerful, and muſt ſucceed, 
if you have no View, as I believe you have 
not, but to the Elevation of the immediate 
Line of the Bear by the Bull. 

Wolf. Alas, Sir, what other View cou'd 
I have, that own my all to the Favour of 
her I ſerve? 

Mule. I did not know but you might be 
one of thoſe that have over tender Hearts 
and ſqueamiſh Conſciences. You might yearn 
after the immur'd Cub, and wiſh the return 
of ancient Days, as vainly believing the Fo- 
reſt happieft under him... 
Wolf. Have I not the Example of your 
Weſtern Foreſt for my Guide? There, r can 
behold the full Bleſſings of expunging the 
old and embracing a modern Syſtem. See 
J not, that you all baſk in Peace and Plenty, 
have no —— nor Quarrels either 
foreign or domeſtic; that you are all free, 
unburden'd, and unharraſs d — 

Male. Hold there, my Friend; but I know 
thee ſincere by Nature, or I ſhould fuſ- 
pect thee inclined to Rallery, when you urge 
our being free, unburden'd, and unharraſs d. 


I, can't 955 that our Circumſtances come up 


altogether to your Portraiture; but what 
ſignifies Wealth, Eaſe or Freedom in Com- 
petition with thofe Bleſſings we enjoy of 
worthiping as we pleaſe, and being under 

the 


16 The Northern Election; Or, 
the Guidance and Protection of the ſo noile 
a Creature as the Horſe ? 

Wolf. A noble Creature indeed, that props 
up your old Lord, the Lion, become, I ſup- 
+ weak and decrepid by Age. 

Mule. I can't ſay that the old Lion is ei- 
ther weak or decrepid ; but it is become a 
late Maxim among us to lay him by, unleſs. 
where it be of Neceſſity that he ſhould ap- 
pear in Support of our Prancer's Schemes 
and Intereſts.— Why, how do you think 
I became Chief in the Management of my 
Maſter's Affairs, but by making the Lion 
ſtoop to any Drudgery the Horſe thought 
proper to honour him with, and by ſacri- 
ficing, on all Occaſions, the Intereſt oa the = 
former to that of the Latter? I 

_ Wolf. Why, Brother Mule, thou art the Z 
very Quinteſſence of Policy and Addreſs..—_ 

Mule. As for Addreſs, I can't brag much | 
of my Progreſs in the polite Art of carrying 

my Point by captivating the Heart; but if 
I can't ſooth, I can intimidate ; and this laſt 
Remedy is infallible. It never fails; but 1 
uſe it as ſeldom as poſſible, for you knoõww-7]¾ u 
that holding up the Switch continually may 
enrage the tameſt Beaſt to an Exertion of his 
Strength. Odds ſo ! my Maſter and the 
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Goat advance this Way. Let us retire to di- 
geſt our Plan for carrying the Election in 
- favour of your F riend, I'Exeunt. 
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Enter a pamper'd Horſe, and an old feeble 


Goat. 


Horſe. You ſham it well, Brother; but I 
hope tis not ſo bad with you, as you wou'd 
perſuade the Public. Age gave the Colour, 
and it was my Advice, as it wou'd be the 
common Intereſt of our Allies, that your 
Sand ſhou'd appear hourly drawing to an 
End——Yet your ill-forted Wedlock broke 
in upon. our Scheme. Why did you not 
rather as I do, ſatiate without Reſtraint ?— 
But come, all will do well, I hope ; for I 
have ſet my Male to work, and tho' his 
Head-piece be none of the cleareſt, he ſel- 
dom fails of carrying his Point, I have ſent 
him to ſecure the Melf to the common 
Cauſe, and to wean the Badger from the 
Intereſt of the Boar. He took with him 
wherewith to bribe the whole Foreſt. 

Goat. And the Whole he may better cor- 
rupt than the Badger, who'is ſteddy as Day 
in his Friendſhip, and his Schemes. He 
dreads the growing Power of the Bear, 
which, one Day, threatens the Peace of his 
native Foreſt; and indeed, my good Bro- 
ther, I don't ſee that any of the neighbour- 
ing Foreſts can hereafter be free, if the Bear 
be permitted to Pam her dubious Brood to 
D the 
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831 The Northern Election; Or, 
the Prejudice of the Weſel, whom ſhe had 


adopted as early as her coming to Power. 


Horſe. The future Influence of the Bear, 
in theſe Northern Foreſts, is diſtant; but 


the Danger from the Boar”'s ſucceeding you, 


is immediate; therefore the nearer Riſque is 
to be firſt avoided. I wou'd not willingly 


looſe thoſe Lawns which my Sire had added 


to the ſcanty Poſſeſſions of our Houle; yet 


ſhou'd the Boar bear Sway, on your De- 


ceaſe, he wou'd attempt the Recovery of 
them. 
Goat. His Conſort has a copious Mind, 


and wou'd not fail egging him to big De- 


— 

Horſe. She is come of a Race, tho near 
to me in Blood, that pleaſes me not.. 
Her Erother tow'rs it too high in my Neigh- 
bourhood, and wou'd be the firſt there might 
he have his Will. But I'll take him down 
without ſeeming to do it, or even to wiſh it. 

Goat. Surely, my Brother, you are become 
a Mirrour in Politics ſince your neſtling in 


the Lion's Hovel ?— How ſtands the old 


lordly Beaſt inclin'd, as to this Election, and 
the Brangles of theſe northern Foreſts. Nei- 
ther, you know, can affect him in his ge- 
nuine Intereſt, — 

Horſe. Genuine Intereſt ! Poſt think, that 
J allow him to meditate on that Kay 4 


where he comes Waker in the Path. _ 
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Goat. He ſeems to reel, yet his Feeble- 
neſs can't be the Effect of Age. 

Horſe. Ha, ha !-—Age !— No, but of 
Liquor. He naturally loves it; and I ply 


him with the ſtrongeſt early and late, that 


he may have no cool Intervals for Reflection. 
How elſe do you think I cou'd have manag'd 
and moulded a Beaſt of his Strength and Vi- 
gour to my Will? Had he the Uſe of cool 
Reaſon, wou'd he have been led into thoſe 
expenſive Quarrels that have well nigh broke 
his Back ? 

Goat. Are you not afraid that he may, 


one time or other, recover his Senſes, and 


throw off the Yoke ?——Fame ſpeaks loud- 
ly 1 in favour of a certain young Lion, who 
tis whiſper'd, is lately come to this northern 
Clime. 

Horſe. Pſhaw, pſhaw | that errant Whelp 
may ramble for his Pleaſure, or to puzzle 
me,. -] care not that——for him; nor for 
the Monkey, who would, in his Turn, play 


him upon my Fears, as Reynard did not long 


ago. 

Goat. Be not too ſecure, my Friend and 
Brother. You may not always be able to 
lull the old Lion to ſleep; nor can you An- 


ſwer, that the Proweſs and Virtues of this 


Whelp, may not waken him to Tenderneſs 
and Remorſe : Beſides, as ſlight as you make 
of the Monkey's eſpouſing the young Rams 


bler's Intereſt, I wou'd not anſwer, but when- 
D 2 ever 
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ever he embraces it, he will prove more fin- 
cere than the Fox has been in times paſt. 
For, need J tell you, my Politician, that In- 
tereſt, among the Great and Cunning, i is the 
only and ſureſt Band of Friendſhip. It was 
Reynard's Buſineſs to alarm you with the 

beh. but not his Intereſt to have your 


Heels tript up for Good. But if you weigh 


Things at preſent in Reaſon's Scale, you'll 
find it the Monkey's Intereſt to act another 


Part. What gives you Luſtre or Weight in 


theſe northern Foreſts, but your cloſe Con- 
nexion with the old Lion? Is it not this 
alone that enables you to eclipſe the Mon- 
key in theſe Regions? Is it not this Connexion 
likewiſe that emboldens the Bear and Ti- 
greſs, ſecure of your Alliance, the Firſt to 
pol at unhinging the Boar, elected to my 

Foreſt, and the Latter at diſpoſſeſſing the 
Monkey of that fair Paſture Ground, which 
he bad forced from her in her Neceſſities? 
What wou'd you ſay, ſhou'd Pug match 
his Siſter, the fair Hind, 8 this errant Youth? 

Horſe. I ſhou'd think him as great a Fool 
as he is a K——e, if he ſhou'd ally with a 


Beggar. 


Goat. Then you don't think that he right 


become rich by the Alliance? 


Horſe, No; and if I did, I am ſure he can 


never attain i that Honour My Siſter 1s 


2 ſure Spoke e in his * 7 


| 
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Goat, I won't anſwer that ſhe will always 
be able to ſtem the Current of Intereſt, which 
ſhou'd induce her to co-operate with her 
Son for the Protection and Aggrandizement 
of her own immediate Family ; but ſhou'd 
ſhe be partial to your Intereſt, or ſway'd by 
her Favourites, whom you may have gain'd 
by Means furniſh'd you by the old Lion; 
ſhou'd this be the Caſe, yet has the Monkey. 
the Diſcernment to ſeek another Bride for 
the Yheſp, in theſe Parts, which may better 
anſwer his Purpole. 

Horſe. They talk indeed of a young fleecy 
Ewe in this Neighbourhood ; but I'll put a 
timely Stop to his Carreer there. — She is 
- ſubjet to our Brother, the Afs ; and he 
ſhall forbid the Banns. 

Goat. Alas! my Brother, you meaſure 
not the Aſs's Power by Reaſons Rule, or 
you wou'd have known, that he has as little 
where the white Ewe refides, as I have in 
the Foreff of my Reſidence, or as you per- 


mit the Lion a0 have in his. We are all 


three Cyphers, girded round with royal 
Trappings, but without any other Influence 
than that ariſing from Art and Addreſs. Even 
with theſe, and with all your glittering Ar- 

uments, ſee you not that I was not able, 
tho' back'd by the Bear and Trgreſs, to ſtay 
the Torrent of the Badger's rifing in the Fa- 
vour of the Public to mar our beſt Purpoſes. 


——That Quadrupede, that bold, that crafty 
Badger, 
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Badger, will croſs all your Deſigns, if not 


a taken off. 


Horſe. By Gifts He ſhall have his Fill.— 

Baager. 7 Who bad been liſtening from be- 
Fe, a Rock.) Ves, if he might direct, 1 
ſhou'd have my Fill, as my great Lord had 
ſome Years: fince, of Lead or Steel._—_Oh! 
let me .not die before I fee the meditated 
Death of that Pearl of Beaſts reveng'd ! And 
as for thee, my pamper'd Paſjry, all thy 
boaſted Efforts to win me to thy Cauſe, nor 
all the bribing Arts of thy practis'd Mule, 
ſhall warp me from my Duty to my native 
Foreſt, nor from my Duty and Love to the 
Boar, elected to ſucceed the Goat, as being 
neareſt in Blood to our Sovereignty, next the 
Weſel, who had. unwiſely ſurrender'd our 
Choice, for an Adoption already repented 
of. (Alde. 

Horſe. Fear not my aged Brother, and 


Gicbfal Friend—— 


ion 


remain, while Life remains; for are not the 
Intereſts of our Houſes blended by the Al- 


liance you honour d me with in the Perſon 
of my immediate Heir? 
Huorſe. Whoſe Roughneſs makes Wed- 
lock fit heavier on his Conſort than it ought. 
Brother, that moroſe Neglect of her 
ſhou'd be reproved by you. 

Goat. Reproof to ſavage Nature is vain. 


Do we not ourſelves feel that it is not to be 


forced ? 


NEST of BEASTS. -.at 
forced? Elſe why can't I love thoſe that had 
honour'd me with their Choice? Why do 
| you not cheriſh thoſe willing Beaſts of the 
Lion's Foreſt, that bow to your Nod and 


h 1 yield to your Will? 


Horſe. What elſe are they made for? 
Pſhaw ! that tipling Roarer is here. Let 
us leave him to his vain Conceits, and join 
our good Allies, the Bear, the Otter, and the 
Tigreſs, who attend our Coming to concert 
how we may turn the Tide of the Election 
on our Side. | | 
Goat. What matter how it run ; whether 
with or againſt our Friend, fince we defign 
it only for a Bone to gnaw upon? Are 
not the Electors poor and needy, fo. may 
you feed and bend them to your Will, at 
Pleaſure. Tis but letting your truſty Mule, 
well loaded with Gifts, looſe upon them, 
as you do elſwhere, and you wind them to 
any Purpoſe; for why ſhou'd they be more 
abſtemious, or pretend to more Virtue than 
more opulent Beaſts ?*——But in the preſent 
Caſe, I don't ſee why their Suffrages may 
not be permitted to be ſpontaneons, as, let 
who will be their Choice, the Election will 
anſwer our Purpoſe of beginning the War, 
Horſe. And War and Flames ſhall rage all 
o'er the North, till the Boar and Monkey's 
big Schemes are o'er-turn'd. —It ſhall ted 


be, my ſecret Ally, that the Boar ſucceed 
thee, nor that the Monkey dim the Luſtre o 


my 
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my Rays in this northern Hemiſphere.—— 

Forbid it Heaven, that I ſhou'd fit idle and 

ſuffer feebler Beaſts to execute Deſigns inju- 

rious to my Glory and Intereſt, while I can 
lure, or e en command the Lion, with all 
his Force, to ſtand in the Breach, and bear 
all the Heat of the Day !——The pliant 

Fumbler advances, —this Way. [ Exeunt. 


eee 
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10 The SCENE continues, diſcovering the cid 
Lion, leaning to an Oak Tree. 
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1 Lion. Vet might he have ſtaid to hear 
what I had to urge againſt my taking Share 

in this approaching Conflict. — But no De- 
ference, of late, is ſhewn for my Opinion. 
Unaſk'd, I am made Party to all the Quar- 
rels of the Foreſt ; and for the Purpoſe am 
ly'd with intoxicating Liquor, and my ſub- 
ject Beaſts cram'd with copious Hand 
Ah! that Mule, that unnatural Clod, who 
ſchemes and executes the ruinous Plan 
What are theſe northern Buſtles to me ? My 
Foreſt lies far diſtant from the Scene ; but 
the Paſture of the Hor/e lies expoſed, and I 
muſt for ſooth, guard it with all my M 1 7 
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Fatal Connexion Ah, ſtubborn Oak 
Staff of my Age, and Terror of my Foes, 
how great and powerful ſhou'd I be now, 
had I always truſted to thee alone]! (Graſps 
the Tree with both his Paus.) But, Oaf as - 
am, I muſt lead hoſtile Squadrons on diſtant 
Lands, turn my Back on my natural Intereſt, 
and drop the various Uſes I was deſtin'd, by 
Nature, to make of this tough Wood. 
What is to be done? I am already worn 
down with Toils and Cares, —— Cares fo- 
reign to my Welfare, and availing only to 
an Intereſt ſeparate from mine; to the In- 
tereſt of him that loves me not, or if he do, 
like the Boor who ſtraps his Rib, ſhews it 
by ill Uſage. Let me fee, —a Whelp, they 
ſay, has lately travel'd from the South. 
Adds my Life | the Bear and Tigreſi. 


SCENE II. 
Enter the Bear and the Tigreſs. 


Bear. Well met, Lord Lion; this Lady 
and I have ſought thee all the Morning, to— 


Lion. Give me an Opportunity of teſtify- 


ing to you both the high Reſpect I bear you. 
Ladies, I am not ſo old but I can 
Tigreſ. Tipple | 
Bear. Or Fumble, ha, ha! 
Lion. Why then wou'd you ſeek a Fumb- 
ler and a Tipler? 1 = 
— | E VVV 
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Bear. Marry, I think we might have 
ſpared the Labour ; but our worthy Friend, 
the Palfry, inſiſted we ſhou'd alk thy Aid 
and Advice, 1n Form, 

Lion. A needleſs Ceremony — He is 
well acquainted ' with my Modeſty, — or 
Fear, (Afide.) and knows I have had no 
Will of my own ſince I have had the Hap- 
T0 of his Partnerſhip.—— 

Tigreſs. But it being whiſper'd that you 
* diſapprove of this riſing northern Quarrel, 
and are averſe to being a Party, 'tis judg'd 
neceſſary that you ſhou'd make public De- 
claration of the contrary, in order to intimi- 
date the Foe, and keep our Allies ſteddy. 
Tion. Foes, I know none that I have — 
except the Bae (Alide.) Nor Allies do 1 
want, in this Hemiſphere. —— _ 

Ti, greſs. Pſhaw | what matter thy Wants 
or Foes— The white Steed. has both, and 
it is thy Buſineſs to ſupply his Wants, and 
cruſh his Enemies 
Lion. And the Enemies of all his Friends. 
duch indeed has been my Taſk, God help 
me, ſince my Connection with this Prancer. 
But, Ladies, where is the Conſcience 
of obliging me, that am almoſt on my laſt 
Legs, to ſcramble and quarrel ſo far from my 
home, for Purpoſes foreign to my Intereſt, 


and relative . to you that Fade herea- 


bouts i ? | 
Tigreſs, 
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Tigre. Nay, nay ; if you turn Preacher, 


'tis time to leave you. _ 
Bear. Lud, how he ſtares! I cou'd not 
believe, till now, that he drank of a Morn- 
ing. But look to it, my Lord; publickly 
declare in our Seen and aid us with the 
whole Remains of thy Strength, or 
Lion. I may expect you'll play the help 
upon me, as Reynard did lately. —— 
Bear. And with more Succeſs, perhaps. 
Look to it, I fay ; and fo your Servant. 
Exit. 
Jgreſt. Look to it, indeed, Mr. Lion; if 
you bring us upon yu, you are undone. 
Exit. 
Lion. Bring you upon me ! What are you, 
and a thouſand ſuch, to me, if I truſt to my 
| firm Oaks and native Strength? How 
ſcanty is the Meaſure of my Freedom ; how 
hard my Condition ! If I don't agree to ruin 
= myſelf at every Turn, and waſte my Strength 
in Conflicts that affect me no more than 
Broils in the Moon, I am threaten'd with 
the Mpelp.— But who, or what is this 
Vhelp, that I ſhou'd be thus in continual 
Frights about his Viſits ?— Is he not Fleſh. 
and Blood like myſelf; and faſhioned like 
me. But mum, a Palfry. and Mule 
are in hearing, and advance this Way 
Il avoid them, as doubting their Deſign to 
lure. or bully me into this northern Confe- 
deracy | „ 
| R222 STR 


28 Je Norikern Elecrion; Or, 
| SCENE III. 


Horſe. No more, -—Excuſes are vain, —. 
Doſt thou think I truſted the Reins to thee 
and thy B-——, the Dromedary, but for 

the Purpoſe of filencing that roaring Dole, 
and making him couch at my Beck, and lick 
my Spittle? Yet you hear how inſolently he 
has treated my beſt Friends and Allies, who 
only aſk'd him to declate openly i in favour 
of our Confederacy, . 
Mule. I ſtand corrected, my good Lord.— 
- Horſe, Tell me not of Correction, or Sor- 
row, when Time is not to be o'ertaken.— 
My Allies are affronted, and you ſhall an- 
rer for the Contumely offered to them. — 
Lour Predeceſſor made . Lion tremble at 
my Voice. 

Mule. Take him then, as once before, 
and ſee how long he ſhall ſtand his Ground, 
Here is ſuch a Fuſs about a Foregoer.— 
What did, or cou'd he, that my B-— and 
J have not done, and more? Have we not | 
fed the Grumblers with Offals, and filenc'd 
them,—at their own Expence too? Did we 
not load the Beaſts of our Foreſt beyond 
their Strength, the better to humble them, 
and carry on an unequal War? And have 
they dared to murmur at the End we have 
thought fit to put to it, tho? it anſwer'd no 
Re of the big Expence ? ? Have we oy 
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all we aſk, without account; and is there a 
diſſenting Whiſper heard in our Aſſemblies? 
Have we not taken off the public Attention 


from unjuſtifiable Meaſures, by introducing 
and countenancing Sports and Paſtimes ? 


| Nay, have we not ſo far encourag'd the 


profligate and looſe Believers, as to put the 


Virtuous and Orthodox out of Countenance ? 


And have we not reduc'd Corruption to a 
Science ? But to ſum up our Services at once, 
who but the Mule and Dromedary had gain'd 
Reynard's Servants to abandon the Whelp in 
his late Attempt ? And let me add, who ſo 


well as we cou'd have turn'd the doubtful 


Scale, when a Feather might have inclin'd 


the Beam? But my Predeceflor is the better 


Man, — ſo he may for me. [Ext 
Horſ. It may not be.—He is reſtive and 


reſenting; and ſhould he cabal againſt me, 


he might perplex my Affairs beyond Mea- 
ſure. Il follow, and ſooth him into Tem- 
per for the preſent : His Influence is ſwolen 
too high for me to attempt taking him 
down. at once. But let me put a fair End 
to theſe northern Broils, and ſee if I don't 
remember his Treatment of me. Ah 


this Mbelp, how he marrs my Purpoſes, and 


is the Engine of all who wou'd thwart my 


Humour or Deſigns . But, or he ſhall 
I 3 . | Exit, 
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SCENE IV. 


Bitter the Monkey, as de eſeending e a 
| "INC: Tree. 


Aha tqy What wou'd he to the hapleſs 
vieh Let me gueſs, and avert the Dan- 
ger by my early Care.——Wou'd my ſquea- 
miſh Siſter bend to my Deſires, or rather, 
wou'd my more ſqueamiſh Mother yield, 
then might I wreak. my Vengeance on the 

roud Steed, ſet him at Defiance, and 
evel him to what he was. But this Bi- 
gotiſm, this religious Bigotiſm, the ſtiffeſt 
of any, ſtands in my way to revenge. 
Vet where, among us Rulers, is there any 
Religion but that dictated by Convenience? 
Does not my Neighbour, the Aſi, ſquare his 
to it? And does not the Pahry himſelf hold 
by Wiſdom's Clue in this reſpet? Why 
then ſhou'd the Females of my Family, ſuſ- 
Y the diſcerning help of more. bigotted 
al than others But they are of a Sex 
that weakly ſubject the Will to Error and 
Miſtake? —-Yet one among them, my fa- 
vourite Siſter, the 1 riſes in Diſ- 
cerment and Firmneſs of Mind above her. 
Sex. And well that ſhe does, and ſeconds 
my Views in undermining the deep Schemes 
of the Goat, who, old as he is, when tu- 
tor'd = ſupported by the Horſe, might marr 
wp 


NesT of BREASTS. 31 
my Purpoſes, without the Counterpaite of 
my Siſter's more fertile Brain,—She has won 
the Badger to my Deſigns; the ſage and 
ſteady Counſellor, on whoſe Conduct I re- 
poſe for keeping the Beaſts of his native Fo- 
reſt firm in their Allegiance to the Boar, 
and his Offspring by my ann, he 

is here to my Wich. — 


8 CE N E V. 
e, a Ries: 


ER to my Breaſt, thou Neddicf Friend 
and wiſeſt Counſellor. Embraces.) How 
ſtand Affairs now; J am but juſt arrived, 
and want Information: Yet late as I arriv'd, 
I was Witneſs of a Scene between the Steed, | 
and his Mule, which might be improv'd to 
Advantage, Il wiſh you had been here... 
Badg. Your Lordſhip ſuppoſes I. cou'd 
widen the Breach. But, on Reflection, you 
will think otherwiſe. They are too neceſſa- 
ry to each other to hold dudgeon long. They 
bear no good Will to one another, yet the 
will not break. Where can the Maſter find 
a Servant more ſubſervient to his Views of 
adding to his own Strength and weakenin 
the Lion; or where can the Servant find a 
Maſter more pliant to his Sullenneſs and 
ready to enlarge his Power? No my Lord, 
2 Palfry may voy and rear, but he will 

bend ; 
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bend; and the Mule, in return, ſhall waſte 
all the Subſtance of the Lion to advance the 


3 Purpoſes of the Steed. | 
- Monkey. They play then the Game into 


| one another's Hand 


Badg. So have all the Steed's Menials 
ſince he has aſſociated with the Lion; and 
ſo will, and muſt they all, while the Aſſo- 


ciation 1 


Monk, And ſhort lived it ſhall be, if my 


Purpo ſe hold. 


Back. That, that, my Lord, ſhou'd be 
the Goal in View, — there hinge all our 


future Hopes ;-—ſtrip your Foes of the 


Lions Aid; take from them the Power and 
Influence of that Lord of Beaſts, and you 
may ſkip and friſk on their broad Backs at 
will. 

Monk. Ab, this ill-ſcaſon'd religious 
Yualm. * 

Badg. It may be a Qualm with your Siſ. 


ter; ſhe is green and prejudiced: But with 
your Mother. 


Monk. There may be Corruption among 


her Confidents; I believe there is; for Cor- 


ruption is the Stecd's beſt and general Staff: 
And there may be a Mixture of the Leven of 


Tenderneſs for a Brother's Houſe.— But 1 


have form'd a Scheme, which will no lefs 
anſwer our Purpoſe, ſhou'd my Mother and 
Siſter: be wayward ſtill. The white fleecy 


Due, has fair Poſſeſſions, is well ally'd, has 


been 
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been ſounded, and yields; as what Maiden 
wWou'd not yield to ſuch a Suitor. 

Badg. Already is it whiſper'd, that the 
youthfal Suitor is arriv'd in this Foreſt, or 
near. 
Monk. He WO has the V pelt 
had Audience of the Ewe; and I have con- 

triv'd that my Siſter. ſhould be Witneſs of 

the amorous Parley... No Incentive ſo 
powerful in Female Breaſts as Jealouſy— 
I might urge Obedience to my Will; but 
ill wou'd it ſuit with Nature, or Reaſon's 
Laws, to force a Maiden Siſter's Love, or 
thwart a Mother. 

Badg. Why had not wider F oreſis ſuch 
a2 Lord; rather, why was any other in this 

nether World ? — My Lord, Admiration 
widens as you ſpeak, and ſtill it ſpreads on 
Reflection of your Deeds. 

Monk. From thee, my Friend, could 
ought but naked Sincerity be expected. — 

Badg. My Lord, in Juſtice to yourſelf 
and me, think not 1 wou'd bend to be one 
of thoſe baſe, low, fawning Sycophants 
which ply about the Great. My paſt Con- 
duct, which has gain'd me your Eſteem, 
has, I hope, ſet wy ; W Suſ- 


| picion. 


Monk. 1 own it, my Friend ;. yet are not 
Praiſe and Encomium no Cordials to my 
Mind; I would keep on my Courſe with- 

pe V 5 out 
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out hinting either, and be ſatisfy'd with 
having done my Duty. 

Badg. So, it Fame ſpeak Truth, Se 
the Mhelp you take under your Protection. 

- Monk. it Intereſt did not bend me to him, 
his Virtues wou'd—— So high they ſounded 
before I ſaw him, that no Chalk or Cynder- 
eater's longing was higher then mine : But, 
my faithful Badger, ſince I have convers'd, 
and ſearch'd all the Receſſes of his copious 
Mind; ſince I have prov'd his Excellence; 

he has made intire Conqueſt of my Heart. 
hen his Figure is fo perfect, ſo engag- 
ing, and he has ſuch a well proportion'd- 
Mixture in his Countenance, of Awe and 
Condeſcention, that he exacts at once, 
Love and Reſpect. — If once my Siſter 
know him, or ſhe has a Heart compos'd 
of Flint and Ice, or he will put her prudiſh 
Bigotiſm to F light. 

Badg. In what Attitude ſtands the per- 
fect Youth in Reynard's Eye? Does he 
forgive his unhoſpitable Hoſt? or does the 
latter o'erlook the Stain fixt on his Fame 

by the Yhehbp's Steddineſs ? 

Monk. The Breach is wide beyond a 
Poffibility of being repair'd ; and ſuch I 
| wou'd have it ever be. For, my Friend, 

tho' Neceſſity bend me to Reynard's Alli- 
ance, I am an Enemy to his Craft and Am- 


| bition ; and if I can take. down the Palfry's 
* 
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NesT of BEASTS. 1 
Pride, and ſecure your Lord, the Boar, 
againſt the Incroachments of the Bear, you 
ſhall ſee the Effects of thoſe deep Deſigus 
I had long meditated in my buſy Mind. 

Baadg. Such as 1 had heard your Siſter, 
the diſcerning Leopardeſs, my beloved Lady, 
| ſuggeſt. A tripple League, 'twixt you, the 
Boar, my Maſter, and the Help. 

Monk.” Wou'd keep the rangling, ambi- 
tious Rulers of the Foreſt within the Bounds 
chalk'd out to Beaſts by Reaſon and Virtue, 
Badg. Alas! My Lord; how ſeldom are 

either conſulted by modern Rulers; and 
where we find they are, can it be wonder' . 
that we ſhou'd pay Adoration as to a Demi- 
God? — Let me not be thought a Flat- 
terer, my Lord, if I fay, that your Lord- 
{nip is the only Chief of the Foreſt that 
claims the publick Worſhip. The Whelp 
Promiſes faireſt to copy your Deeds ; nor 
do I doubt, if e're he come to rule, but, 
like you, his firſt Care will be to make his 
own Vaſſals happy; and next, that Bliſs 
and Equality {ſpread generally ore the 
Foreſt, 

Monk. Ah, my Friend! Is it not ſtrange 
that Rulers ſhould forget the very Ends for 
which Heav'n had aſſign'd them Power? 
Can they forget that true Glory reſults 
only from the Communication of Happi- 
neſs to others. — How: groſs. the Fally of 
thoſe ancient Tyrants, we hear of, who 


F 2 | vainly 


— 
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vainly thought to eſtabliſh Fame, or find 
reſent Delight, in tormenting thoſe under 
their Command | How weak, how wicked 
is the Conduct of moſt of our modern 
Rulers, towards their Vaſſals and Neigh- 
bours! Reynard's Dependents are Slaves, 
and his ambitious Thirſt urges him to di- 
ſtreſs all around him. Long had the An- 
ceſtors of the fierce Tygreſs, who inherits 
all their Haughtineſs and Ambition, dealt 
around the Weight of their Cunning and 
Power. And ſtill, as heretofore, are the 
numerous Vaſſals of the Bear, as ignorant 
of Bliſs, or Freedom, as of Knowledge. 
Even in the ſecluded Foreſt of the Lion, 
where Liberty and Happineſs dwelt to- 
gether in mutual Loye for Ages paſt, there 
now remains but the Shadow of the F irſt, 
and all that is known there of the latter, is 
imaginary. Arts imported thither from this 
Neighbourhood, and fell Corruption, found- 
ed by thoſe Arts, have quite 4 app'd the old 
Fabrick, on which the Rights of that fair 
| Foreſt reſted. But if I ſucceed in my De- 
figns, all ſhall be well there again. Yet, 
let me aſk, what was your Converſe with 
the Mule? Did he propoſe the winding up 
this Bottom in Peace, by urging the Bear to 
adhere to her Settlement on the Weſel, and 
to dropping a Scheme that muſt publiſh 


her own Infamy #1 
Baag. 
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Badg. Propoſals founded on Equity and 
Prudence, from the Mule! —— No, my 
Lord, the late Practice of his Foreſt, wears 

uite another hue. He came loaded with 
Gifts, and bid me chuſe, or take all his 
Cargo, ſo I wou'd but betray you and my 
Maſter, the Boar._—You are the Eye-ſore 
there my Lord; and you or the Palſiy 
muſt ſink in Power ; for in this Hemiſphere, 
two ſuch Suns muſt not together {hoot forth 
Beams of Light. 

Monk. I'II illumine this northern World 
alone, or die in the Attempt. The Horſe 
has won the Otter to the Confederate Cauſe, 
— undiſcerning Animal ! who, if the Bear 
ſhou'd ſucceed, in forcing back the Meſel 
to your native Foreſt, in Prejudice to the 
Boar and my Siſter's Rights, wou'd become 
her Footſtool — * 

Badg. As all the puny Chiefs of theſe 
northern Foreſts neceſſarily muſt. But the 
Horſe deals out all the Treaſures of the Lion 
to win the Neighbourhood ; and the Beetles 
don't, or wont ſee, that Chains are blended 
with his Gifts. 'Even the Dealer himſelf, 
the Bribing Pa/fry, does not ſee his own 
- diſtant Danger in the Inlargement of the 
Bear's Influence. 

' Menk. Had he been able to ſee beyond his 
Noſtrils, wou'd he have treated me as he 
has done for Years paſt? —— But pale 


Envy. — 
Badg 


\ 
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Bade. And Ambition, my Lord ; and a 


meaner Paſſion ſtill. _— 


Monk. Ah! that grovelling Love of Pelf, 
which, thank Heav'n, I am unacquainted 


with, —Is not that the Bear ſcrambling up 
| s aged Oak, to ſcoop out Honey from its 


ollows, for her two Cubs, who ſit gaping 
at its Foot ? OE 

Badg. The ſame. The brauny Bull is 
near, as likewiſe her favourite Counſellor, 
the Wal ; ; Who, if I miſtake not, has 
Views foreign to his Miſtreſs's Intent. 


Monk. You and I judge of that Beaſt 


alike. —— What wou'd you think of pro- 
moting his Scheme in Favour of the Cub of 
the elder Branch, without his knowing our 
Deſign ? Could we fairly lay the Foun- 
dation, we might build as we pleas'd upon 
it. The Bear, and her Train come for- 
ward; let us retire, to ſow ſuch Seed as 
ſhall anon ſhoot forth a an Harveſt 


* 


„ . [Exeunt. 


ACT 
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A "8, 
SCENE 5 


4 Aar Way betweon two Hills, cover d 
with Trees, 


Enter the Fox, met by a Boar Cat. 


Fox. Whither in ſuch Haſte, my Coun- 
ſellor ? Who has met thee to put thee in ſo 
great a Panic ? — So out of Breath as to be 
unable to ſpeak.— | 

Cat. Well may I ſhiver to meet him, 
whoſe Preſence I leaſt can bear..— 

Fox. A Coward! — a Lion fears a Cock, 
as the Mouſe does the Cat, and the Hare 
does the Hound; but. — 

Cat. I ſay, a Cock fears the Lion ; and 
was you in my Place, wou'd ſcamper as 1 
did from him that carried Terror in his 
Looks. 
Fox. Who, the Bear, than whom I know 
no' Beaſt more ugly and grim ? 

Cat. So has your Lordſhip Reaſon to 
think her, that had been twice put into Fits 


at her Approach. But the Beaſt, whoſe 


Sight had thus thin'd my Blood to Water, 
was once the meekeſt of the Foreſt, and 
eaſieſt of Acceſs. But ſince you were per- 
ſwaded to treat him as a Criminal, he 

darts 


- 


7 1 
3 


N 
1 
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darts ſuch Fire from his rolling Eyes, as 
wou'd frighten all thoſe imprudent Coun- 
ſellors that had urg'd you to Inhoſpital- 
lity. 


Fox. The young Lion. — But, or you 
dream, or ſome northern Sorcereſs has rais'd 
a Phantom to play on your Weakneſs. Far 
South is the Whelp's Abode ; far hence we left 


him at our ſetting out. He can't have 
'reach'd theſe northern Regions ſo ſoon ; 
or if he cou'd, what ſhould he hope for 


by riſquing the long perilous Journey 


Cat. To find more Truth, Honour, and 


- Friendſhip than in our ſouthern Climes.— 


Pray Heav'n, my Lord, you repent you 
not for the Exceſs of your Complaiſance for 


the Palfry, who had gain'd thoſe Servants 
that had adviſed you to ſo flagrant a Breach 
of Honour and Friendſhip's Laws. 


Fox. I yielded too eafily, and repine ; 
but how can the Yelp have the Power to 
oblige me to Repentance? | 

Cat. By cauſing Union among the Beaſts 
of the ſecluded Foreſt, which will happen 
ſhou'd he ever get firm Footing there. 

Fox. But how fthou'd he get thither ? 

Cat. The Beaſts themſelves may come to 


reflect; or your Allies here, may think his 
Eftabliſhment, the furer and nearer Path to 


Succeſs. — If they cou'd take off the Lion 
and Horſe, the Bear, the Tygreſs, and the 
Otter, the other Confederates, ang even the 

| A, 
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| of 


Aſs,” ſecretly in their Intereſt, muſt ſoon 


give way to the Monkey and the Boar: 


Fox. Chimeras all, the Reſult of a trou- 
bled Brain thou haſt been frighted, and 


all you ſee are Windmills. 


Cat. You'll change your Note, when you 
ſhall ſee the Yelp ally'd to the Monkey, or 
wedded to a Bride of his Chuſing: And 
even now runs a Whiſper throughout the 
Foreſt, that either has, or will ſoon take 
Place. The Aſs, I'm told, already trembles 


at the Conſequence of his matching wi 


ith 


the fleecy Ewe; nor has the Palfry leſs 
Reaſon, ſhou'd the fair Hind fall to his Lot. 


In either Caſe, he may have the Power to 


retaliate your laſt Favour... 


Fox. A Tumult already riſes in my Preaſt; 
and a thouſand Dangers have rack'd "7 


Brain. What's to be done? Fly to 
the Palfry, acquaint him with the Immi 


1 


nency of his Danger; and tell him he ſhall - 
command my ſecret Aid to render the big 
Project abortive. I cannot openly aſſiſt a- 
gainſt the help, ſhou'd the Monkey and 
Boar openly eſpouſe him; but aſſure him, 
that I {ball obliquely obſtruct his Meaſures 


with all my Might. 


Cat. So pear are ſome Beaſts in Temper, 


to the vile 
ſure to become Enemies to thoſe they ſtan 
molt indebted to, when in no Plight to ad 


Nature of Man, that they are 


d 
d 


to the Obligation. — Thus it is with my 


— | Lord; 


5 1965 
: ; 
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Lord; the Yhelp was his beſt Ally in time 
of Need, but he wants his Aid no more ; 
nor did he, cou'd he be now of Service to 
him. —— [ A/rde. 

Fox. Thou art penſiye, my Counſellor ; 
what wou'd you adviſe? Give eaſe to my 
labouring Soul, by pointing out how I may 
impede theſe Meaſures in favour of the 

Whelh ; for ſhou'd his Alliance with either 
ſucceed, I ſhall not reckon myſelf ſafe in 
my Capital, —— 

Cat. That Capital whence you drove him 
to your 
Fox. Diſhonour; 1 know you wou'd . 
ſaid ſo but I forgive thee ;—the Thing is 
now paſt recall; therefore let us remember 
only Ew. to prevent its Conſequences. 

Cat. Already is Fortune propitious; both 
the Ladies are in View, the fair Hind, and 
the fleecy Ewe, and advance towards us. 
You are fair ſpoken, and are an Adept in 


low Bows and Cringes; and Fame loud- 


ly trumpets your Subtilty and Addreſs. Ac- 
coſt the fair ones, and, if inclin'd, turn their 


Hearts from the Object you ſo much hate 


and dread. 


Fox. Tl weigh your Advice in my Mind's 


Scale awhile; and in the Interim, let us 


withdraw and liſten, perhaps we ſhall find, 
by their Diſcourſe, that any rr of 
mine is needleſs. 3 . | Excunt. 


wins 
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SCENE II. 


Enter the Hind, and the Ewe, as if talking. 


Exe. Fortune has ſet you before me in 
Rank, but I yield not to thee in Blood or 
Beauty; and in Poſſeſſions you muſt yield 
to me. „ 

Hind. To thee !. Know'ſt thou not, that 
by me he may get Poſſeſſion of the ſecluded 
Foreſt, the faireſt in the World. 
Ee. And by me, he bids fair for ſuc- 

ceeding to the A, in this wide Foreſt, 
where once his great Grand-Sire rul'd with 
Applauſe, that rung round the Globe. 
But Love, not Intereſt, is the Biaſs to his 
generous Soul; and by that, am willing to 

abide. - 

Hind. Yet you wou'd not truſt to his Ge- 
neroſity; but play'd all the wanton Engines 
of your Eyes upon him. — Oh, how eager- 
ly did you empty your Quiver, and ſhot all 
your Arrows to wound that Heart, which 
now you pretend to leave ſpontaneous |! 

Ewe. Not more eagerly than your Lady- 
ſhip, when your Cheeks glow'd with the. 
amorous Flame, and Sighs roſe tumultuous 
in your heaving Breaſt. 

Hind. I deny not the Czleſtial Fire; for 
who would not ſeek to ingroſs that generous 


Heart? 
G 2 | Ewe. 
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maker for him 
both peeping from behin 


of thy Shape. 
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Ewe. And can you hope to poſſeſs it, that 
had ſo oft rejected his proffer'd Love? 

Hind. I then knew not his perſonal 
Worth, and was prejudic' d without Reflec- 


tion. 


Ee. And ſhall he not, on Reflection, 
yield to her who generouſiy yielded to the 


firſt Suit in his Favour by Reynard's Con- 


ſort, his Couſin and mine? 
Fux. 'Sdeath! my Wife turn'd Match- 
1 to the Badger, 

a Rock.) 

Hind. Yield to thee! W hat, becauſe 
of the ragged Fleece that covers the Beauties 
To be ſure he muſt fall in 
Love with thoſe nimble Limbs that can ſo 
well ſecure you from a purſuing Raviſher.— 
O, yes, by all Means, the Yhelp can't but 


yield to a Phiz, with ſo great Meaning in't 
as yours. 


Ewe. Madam, if my Feet been't as nim- 
ble as yours, nor my Face as coquettiſh, 
my Mind is as chaſte, and my Heart as ho- 
neſt ; and I have the Advantage of a Fleece, 
which I annually yield to warm and deck 
the Sons of Men. 

Hind. And is it hence that you arrogate 
Superiority ? Is it for cloathing perfidious 
Man that you take State and Pride upon 
you ?—Silly Creature! Art not thou his 


daily Victim? Does he not Lord it o'er all 


the Beaſts of the Foreſt, tho' he be more 
. worthleſs 


_ Nas 7, Buacrs: an 
worthleſs than the Meaneſt there ? Are not 
his Paſſions keener, his Senſes leſs perfect, 
and his Gratitude and Truth below that of 
the Cat or Fox? To worry and deſtroy 
the vile Creature were meritorious, but to 
cloath and cheriſh him. Heav' ns! doſt 
thou think to pave thy Way to the Whelp's . 
Affection, by dealing out annually thy Fa- 
vours to his worſt Enemies ? Has he not been 
hunted by lawleſs Man.— - 

Ewe. And by Beaſts too, where has 
he found Harbour before I found him Shel- 
ter, by the Power of Relations, whom the 
Aſs dare not queſtion for their Deeds. We 
own him for a Chief; but a pageant Chief, 
whoſe Teeth we draw at Will. 

Hind. As you wou'd the Whelp's s was he 
in your Tolls. — 

Exe. Perhaps not, Madam; we might 
uſe him as politely as your Ladyſhip, for all 
your courtly Education.—ha, ha! 

Hind. It had been well for Somebody 
that ſhe had known ſomewhat of a courtly 
Education, ha, ha !-—She wou'd have made 
the fitter Conſort for a young lordly Lion. 

Ewe. Madam, the Cap fits not here. 

Hind, Oh! by no Means—ha, ha! the 
poliſh'd Ewe was bred up in the politeſt 
Courts of the Foreſt, and ſhews it by her 
Air, her Port, and Elegance of her Taſte, 
ha, ha! 

Erve, 
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Ewe. Is it then the Faſhion of Courts to 
banter and inſult ?— — You ſhall know, Ma- 
dam. As ſhe lamps with her Foot, the 
Fox t the Cat come e ) | 


SCENE III. 


Fox. Lidies; I conjure you to moderate 
our Reſentment. Ill it wou'd become 
Beaſts of your Rank, the Pride of all the 
Foreft, to grow ſo in Wrath as to give one 
another the Language of the Rabble. — 
Befides, the Cauſe of your Feud is worch- 
leſs, and far below your Notice have 
o er- heard your Diſcourſe, and judge the 
itenerant Help below your Notice, and 


unworthy your Care. 
Hind. What, becauſe you thought him 


unworthy yours ? | 
Ewe. Hoſpitable Reynard. Was you jea- 
lous that he ſhou'd delude your Dangers, 
the Faireſt of the Fair, ha, ha | 
Hind. Or was you afraid he ſhou'd out- 
ſhine all the Fools of your own Blood? 
Fox. Truce, fair Ladies. 
Ee. With one of neither Honour, nor 
Worth. 
Hind. Nor Senſe never. thou art 
already the Scorn of the Foreſt, and will 
ſtand recorded in Story for thy Miſdeeds— 


Why did you invite the generous Youth to 
thy 
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thy treacherous Court? was it to ſacriſice 
him the firſt Opportunity? _ | 

Ewe. Was it firſt to frighten the Palfry, 
and then to bind him in filken Cords? 
Well has Nature ſtamp'd Falſhood on thy 
crafty Phiz.— Come, fair Rival, let us 
quit ſo hateful an Object, to meet the 
wrong' d, glorious Youth, and leave to him 
the Deciſion of our Claims. 

Hind. So let it be; and let the propitious 
Lot fall where it will, let our Friendſhip 
ſtill be unſever'd; let the Union be firm to 
puniſh that baſe, ungenerous Fox. 

Excunt Hind and Ewe. 
| Cat. My Maſter has the Sting, or the 
D—1's in't.—{(£4/de.) You are thought- 
ful, my Lord Is not your Lordſhip 


well; 

Fox. Ves; but thoſe Wenches— 

Cat. Make thee winch. (Ade. 
Fox. I can't with Patience, ſee that Yhbelp 
riſing, while I myſelf fink in Eſteem. 
Curs'd be the Concubine, and thoſe corrupt- 
ed Counſellors; — yet rather curs'd be my 
own Weakneſs that yielded to the fatal 
Council! 
Cat. I was ever apainſt that Violence. 

but ſtill you may recall. | 
Fox. How? I wou'd give the World I 
cou'd recall the unhoſpitable Act, and be 
ſet right in the Opinion of the Inhabitants 
of the Foreſt. But that is impoſſible. 


Cat. 
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Cat. Vet is it not ſo, to atone to the Whelp, 
vrho alone was injured. 

Fox. I cannot ſee him. t 

Cat. But may aid him.— 

Fox. What, to repay my Perfidy ? Falſe 
Policy indeed, it wou'd be to empower an 
Enemy to take his Revenge. The help 
can ne' er forgive me, nor can I ever look 
on him with Friendſhip' 5 Eye; ; therefore 


here let all Thoughts of Reconciliation 
ceaſe. Be it henceforth my Buſineſs to 


thwart his Defigns—and firſt let me obſtruct 
this Match tis not to be done, I ſee, by 
Attempts on the Maidens, who are no leſs 
enamoured than my favourite Daughter 


was. But the Monkey may be lured from 


any Engagements he may have contracted 
with the V belp; and ſome he has, or the 
errant Youth had not ventured thus far 
North. — Intereſt is the Bait to cover the 
Hook that holds my Ally, the Monkey, and 
I'll throw it out to him in Plenty. — Not a 
Moment is to be loſt. Fg (Exit. 


SCENE IV. 


The Summit of a Hill, rin the young Lion 
couched at the Foot of a Laurel T; ree. - 


. Lion. Far Weſt have I arduouſly ſought 
to cover my Temples with this ever- 
green, * now fortuitouſly o'er-ſhades 

me 
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me in this northern Clime; yet Fortune 
ſtill croſſed my Purpoſe ;' or was it not fell 
Corruption rather, and black Perfidy, which 
{till purſued me in baſe Reynard's Court? O 
that Fortune wou'd ohce again give me ſuch 
another Chance ! I ſhou'd thank and bend 
to her for a Boon that ſhou'd enable me to 
wreak my Vengeance on the Fox. — But is 
this a Poſture fit to gather the Hero's Wreath, 
or to ſeek Revenge? (Riſes) Yet how did 
moſt of thoſe Heroes of old, merit the 
_ glorious Appellation? Was it not by Rapine 
and Murder, by War and Devaſtation ; by 
Acts of Cruelty, and by impofing Chains; 
by Wrongs, and the Breach of Laws and 
Cuſtoms. Far, far be it form me to acquire 
a Name by Ways ſo injurious to my Fellow- 
creatures. If Opportunity offer, rather let 
me acquire the Appellation of Hero, by 
Acts of Benevolence and Generoſity; by 
proweſs in juſt Wars, Humanity towards the 
vanquiſhed, by Equanimity of Mind in ei- 
ther good or adverſe Fortune; by a ſtrict 
Obſervance of Laws, and diffuſing general 
Happineſs where' er I happen to bear Sway. 
Such are my Deſires; nor wou'd J be great 
or powerful on other Conditions. But alas 
wherefore do I dream of Power and Great- 
neſs that am ſtill purſued by adverſe For- 
tune Reynard is my Foe, becauſe he's 
ſure I cannot be his Friend, and moves all 
the Beaſts in this northern Foreſt, to my 
I undoing. 
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undoing. Even in my Love does he At- 
tempt to croſs me. My Love! ah | where 
ſhall I place it? The fair ones both hold 
my Heart in Suſpence. Equally fair, gene- 


rous, high born, and good! ah! to whom FF 


ſhall I bend? The Hind is fair, chearful, 
and gay, as a May-Day Morn ; nor is the 
Winter's Snow whiter than the fleecy Exe, 
nor yet acallow Dove more innocent; Great 
and firm Souls animate them both; and 
Reaſon's ſound Dictates guide their Conduct. 
—— The Charmers both have yielded to my 
Deciſion— Oh ! there lies the Danger.— If 
to the Ewe I bend, who holds preſent fair 
Poſſeſſions, where I might find future Reſt, 
I turn the Hind's Reſentment upon me; and 
perhaps her Brother's too: And ſhou'd I 
yield to her, to the Hind, and her Brother 
ſhou'd be wean'd from me by the Bribes 
and Artifice of my open and ſecret Ene- 
mies. — I am loſt in Thought, yet muſt re- 
ſolve, for anon am to pronounce my Choice. 
But ſee the gallant Talbot, the Hero of the 
_ preſent Age, whoſe Strength, and addreſs 
in War, rais'd high the Credit of the per- 
fidious Fx. He comes; my Friend comes 
opportunely to my Aid, — 


- SCENE 
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Enter the Talbot. 

Welcome, thou only generous and ſin- 
cere Courtier at Reynard's Court; welcome, 
to give Counſel to thy Friend in need. 

Talbot. Nor Counſel, nor ought in the 


narrow Circle of my Power, ſhall thou ever 
ſtand in need of. 


Y. Lion. I know it well, and thank thee, 


from my Soul. And Thanks, my Warrior, 


are all the lean Returns I can make thee 
for thy good Will. But Time and Virtue, 


may bring forth Fruits unthought of, — 
Here am I, at preſent, caught in the La- 


byrinth of Cares. — 
Talbot. I know it, and have ſought thee 


out to ſhare them with thee, —As yet ſuſ- 
pend the Deciſion; nor can the fair ones 
repine at the Delay, ſince to each it may 


turn to account. I have already gain'd 


their Conſent, and am commiſſioned from 
both, to defire you wou'd warily guard 
gainſt Reynard's Wiles. 

Z. Lion. Generous Beauties Vet, my 
Friend, how is it that the Fox fo ardently 
ſeeks my Undoing ?—Shou'd he be able to 
wean the Monkey from me, I am loſt. 

Talbot. Fear it not—if I ken the Mon- 


key's Scheme, he deſigns hereafter to pare 
3 ay 
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as well Reynard 8, as the Bear and Tygreſs's 
Nails, by your Means ; nor can he hope 
to perfect the glorious Plan, but by holding 
firmly by thee, and ſettling thee to thy 
Mind. Tis by his Directons that I adviſe 
ſuſpending the Deciſion * twixt the inamour'd 
Fair.—Fbe Hind, his Siſter, he wiſhes 
you, but his Dam obſtructs his Purpoſe: 
Vet that Let may be removed; but till he 
has brought his def Schemes to tally with 
his Mind, he poſtpones uſing his Autho- 
 rity.——Ah! my lord, did you know the 
wide Compaſs of the Monkey' s Plan, you 
wou'd be charm'd to find another heart, 
like your own, that pants to reſtore the 
golden Age of Plenty, Freedom, and gene- 
ral Happineſs. —He thinks to ſet me up a 
Competitor in the Election of To-morrow. 
—A mock Election, ſerving the 7 75 


—— But, or the Game will be bungled, or 
ſhe will repent her Efforts to unhinge the 
Boar. A mi ghty Scene, my Lord, 1s at 
Hand, which I'll unfold to thee as we walk 
to join the Monkey, who prays your imme 
diate Preſence. l Et. 


ACT 
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SCENE I. 
4 Lewn on the Edge of @ Woed. 


Enter the Mule, leaded with Bags and Baſhets: 


Mule. Here let me ſet down my Burthen, 
my corrupting Cargo. -S'fleth ! what 


puling Rogues are theſe, that know not 


half their Trade. For Electors to make 
the Giver wait, ſhews they know nothing 
of their Buſineſs |— — Suppoſe my Mind 
change, and I ſhou'd return with my Load. 
Wks 4 forſooth, they muſt be pray'd and 
ſooth'd to ſell their Suffrages. A Pox o- 

their Squeamiſhnefs ! Let them come and. 
learn of our Electors in the ſecluded Foreſt, 
there I needed not thus wait for the 


gaping Cormorants, who wou'd have been 


at the Rendezvous before me; but theſe 
are freſh Beaſts, Novices in the Trade of 


Vote: ſelling. — they are here. 


SCENE 


Enter a Multitude of Hares, Rabbits, Rats, 
Mice, and various other Quadrupeds ; a- 
mong whom, the Mule divides his Load of 
Proviſions, aſſigning to each the Sort and 


Proportion agreed upon: After which a 


Rat of the H—— Breed, advances to — 
rangue the common Benęfacbor. 


Rat. Moſt taithful Counſellor of the moſt 
potent 
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ent Lord, the generous Steed, permit 
me, in the Name of theſe my Companions 
and Fellow-Electors, to return you Thanks 
for the Favours we receive. Happy, thrice 
happy, are we to be ſo far the Care of fo 
mighty a Lord, as to ſend us his firſt Mini- 
ter, to mind us of the Duty we owe to 
Gonſcience and our Country.——Otherwiſe 
did the neighbouring Bear in Times paſt. 
She named the Beaſt to be elected, and bad 
us chuſe him at our Peril.-—But gentler far 
are thy Methods; nor ſhall we be behind 
Hand with thee in Courteſey — Here the. 
Company ſet up @ Shout, — encompaſing the 
Mule, danc'd, or frißt. d and Jew d een 
bim for ſome Time, and retir d. 
Mule. Obſequious Beaſts! more fo 8 
any I have met with, conſidering the Scanti- 
neſs of my Munificence.— In far greater 
Plenty have I dealt out my Favours to fo- 
n Beafts, yet have J known none more 


grateful or tractable than theſe. —Here comes 


the Growler, to rate me for my — 
: according to uſual Cuſtom. | 


SCENE m. 
Enter the Lion. 


Um. Unnatural Elf! when doeſt thou 
purpoſe to empty all my Stores '— Why 
will you n my Sorrows, but give the 


Steed 
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. Steed my All at once, that I may feel but 
one great Pang and die? Is there a Corner 
of the Globe, that rings not of thy Profuſe- 
neſs; or a Beaſt that walks to whom thou 
haſt not dealt out of my Stores? Thou haſt 
planted the Dromedary, thy youngeſt, my 
Store-keeper, and you both take earneſt 
Care to hurry me into a Conſumption.— 
The Palfry indeed may think to find his 
Account in the Reduction of my Strength 
and Stores: He may think I might be leſs 


ſtubborn if reduc'd ; but, Ideot, what View 


can'ſt thou have to anſwer by my becoming 
feeble and indigent ?—Haſt thou no Bowels 
for Poſterity, but will render all that come 
after, Beggars and Slaves? Out upon thee 
for a Politician, to ſee no farther than thy 
Noſe; did you but ſee how the. Multitude 
you had now repleniſh'd, ſneer'd and loll'd 
out their Tongues at thee, as they went 
hence, you wou'd bluſh at thy own Weak- 
neſs and Prodigality:— What Buſineſs was 
it of yours to meddle in this Election? But, 
I ſuppoſe, you wou'd keep your Hand in 
-againſt our next weſtern general Conteſt... 
If Bribery be neceſſary, why won't you let 
them have the Honour of it, that are con- 
cern'd in its Conſequence ? But, thank you, 

I muſt be the Pack Horſe of Europe; and 
ſuch, I may thank the Pa/fry, I have been 
ſince my Acquaintance with him. 


I11 a 


His Si- 
lence is an Indication of Remorſe, —I wiſh I 
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may have made an Impreſſion. ( Afde.) You 
are thoughtfal, my Counſellor, what are thy 
pitations? - 
Mule. On thee, my Lord. 

Lion. How, on me? Have then, at laſt, 


| my Expoſtulations ſunk into thy Mind 1 


Mule. Sunk into a Fiddle !-—— You tell 
me I can't ſee beyond my Noſe: How 


much farther, pray, do you ſee; or did you 
ſee, when you contracted the Alliance, which 


has and will render us all Mules and Drome- 


daries— Away, my Lord, and waſte not 


your Breath in idle Talk. — Vou know my 
Bluntneſs, and ſo your Servant.— Here 
comes your Lord and mine, attended by his 


Confederates;—I'Il leave you to entertain 


them as you lift. 1 Exit. 
SC E N E IV. 
Enter the Horſe, he Bear, the Tigreſ ſs, and 
the Otter. | 


| Tire. My Lord Lion, J hope you have | 
thought better on't, and are in better Hu- 


mour than when we laſt parted. 
Otter. I'll anfwer for his Lordſhip' Tem- . 


r and Paſſiveneſs. 
Bear. So will J Rleſs us! how He ſmells 


of Gin. — 
Lion. Of the Fool, bv mt better 8 


. 
Fr Leep. 
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Leop. Marry! J do think he ſmells ſtrong- 


er than uſual. 


Lion. I do ſo, Madam, thank you all that 
contribute to the Doſe. ues; 

Bear. What does the Tippler mean Reece 
Have we reach'd you out any Liquor ? 

Lion. No; but you have reach'd me out 
Parchments, which make me mad. 
What have I to do with your Brangles here 
in the North ? What is't to me which Way 
this Election, that ſtands me ſo dear, goes? 
——And-pray, Madam, Bear, and you, Mr. 
Otter, what Buſineſs 1s't of yours to meddle 
with the Interior of the Goat's Foreſt ? Why 
mayn't its Inhabitants alter their Forms, if 
they liſt ?!—And you, Lord Otter, if Neigh- 


bours had buſied themſelves with the In- i 


terior of your Foreſt, in the laſt Century, 
ſhou'd your Anceſtor have lik'd it; or 
cou'd he have chang'd, to the preſent F. orm, 
if he had? And you, Lady Bear, look at 
home, and ſee that no Convulſon happens 
in your wide Foreſts, while you are work- 
ing the Downfall of the Boar, whoſe Elec- 
tion you yourſelf acknowledged, and whom 
the Fox and the Monkey are bound i in en 
to ſupport. 
 Tigreſs., Lud! what an Orator he is be- 
come 

Lion. Rather what a Beetle art thou be= 
come! Your Ladyſhip will: excuſe my 
Plainnefs Mou BB. on the War here in 
the 
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the North, in hopes to recover back the 
Lawn which the Monkey had lately forced 
from you ; which Recovery. however is leſs 
certain, than that the Fox will ſtrip you of 
all that fairer unfenc'd Lawn, which he late- 
ly reſtor'd to you, ſhou'd the northern Con- 
teſt prove doubtful, or too hard for his Al- 
hes. : | Soon A 
Tigreſs. That fairer Lawn you mention, 
is in your Neighbourhood — look to its Safe- 
ty, tis your Buſineſs more than mine. 
Lion. Such indeed, I have been made to 
believe for near a Century, to my Coſt ; — — 
but I ſee my Error, and ſhall never more 


buſy myſelf with diſtant Concerns or Quar- 
rels ;— l have been fighting foreign Wind- 
mills too long, and now reſolve not only 


to ſpeak Senſe, but to practiſe it. 

Horſe. How unreaſonable is ſuch a De- 
claration in the Preſence of our beſt Allies, 
when you know too, that you can no more 
keep your Word than you can eat Thunder. 

2 (Afide to the Lion. 
- Lion. Who ſhall hinder me? Am not 
I Lord and maſter in my own Foreſt ? 
. Horſe. Not ſo loud, if you wou'd not ex- 


poſe thyſelf ( Afide to him. 
Lion. O'ons! what do you mean? 


Horſe. That if you are not wiſer J ſhall 
throw off the Maſk, and drop my Modera- 


_tion.——You reſolve againſt interfering in 
foreign Quarrels| I love you for that, as if 


you | 


NEST V BEASTHS. 30 


you pretended to have a Will—-I told you, 
you wou'd but expoſe yourſelf.— 


Otter. O, pray, my Lord, urge not Mat- 


ters farther; the Royal Beaſf relents. 

Horſe. Tis well; — but ſee, my Friends, 
the Fore-caſt of this weſtern Sage, whoſe 
Security depends ſolely on foreign Alliances, 
and the Figure he makes in diſtant Foreſts. 

Lion, My tough Oaks then ſtand me in 


no Stead. 
Horſe. Did your Oaks prevent the Mpelp's 


late Viſit? 

Lion. That is the Cord, the ſure Cord, 
ever touch'd upon to bend me to my 

Tigres. Security How elſe, but by 
laying your Shoulders to the Burden of fo- 
reign Wars, cou'd you have kept the Dan- 
ger diſtant from your Home, and preſerv d 
the Orthodoxy of your Worſhip ? 

Lion. To be ſure, your Ladyſhip wiſhes 
I may preſerve it long; ſo does that other 
Ladyſhip, the Bear, whoſe Worſhip tallies 

ſo well with mine: Even the pious Or- 
ter, to ſay nothing of the devouter Szeed, 
ſquares the Worſnip of his Foreſt to mine. 
 ——-Harkee, Lords, and Ladies; I am no 
longer to be frighten'd by Phantoms and 
Goblins, nor bubbled by maſk: d Allies and 
Friends — And ſo— 

Horſe, Hold, my Lord; you not t only 
expoſe yourſelf but me, by ſuch vague un- 
meaning Speeches, How will my Allies here 

I 2 judge 
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judge of my Underſtanding and Influence, 
ſhou'd I hear the vain Declaration unmov'd ? 
Again, I ſay, urge not the Exertion of 
that Power, which you know me Maſter 
of —(He frowns and ſtamps at the Lion. X 
Lion. Enough, og! I am all Sub- 
miſſion; — . * 
Horſe. Lords, and Ladies; you may no 
longer doubt of the Lord Lion's Aid I 
anſwer for him; and was my truſty Mule 
Here with the Parchment, you ſhou'd ſee 
how readily he wou'd ſign. But be under 
no Concern at the Delay; for e' er Night 
draws her fable -Bed-Curtains, he ſhall af- 
fix his Seal to the projected Treaty. 
Lion. Ye Stars, and Moon, is there no 
| Relief at Hand? (Aide. by + 4c, bag | 
Horſe. Ha! what Cry was that Was 
it not the Lowing of a C9? 

DET Noiſe without. ) 
bs greſs. And blended with more youth- 
ful Cries. - : 

Bear. Pray Heav' o no il has befallen 
my precious Cubs . order'd their Nurſe, 
the Cow, an old Servant in my Family, to 
lead them hither, that J may explore their 
Charms and Beauties, to you, my Allies, 
who are tied down to the Aſſertion of their 
Right to my Foreſt, on my. Demiſe. 

Ba. What Pity that thoſe Charms were 
npt earlier produc'd, that we might all bond 

| "he RE CG bon, oo i RO to 
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to the happy Sire, who, without doubt, 
muſt be the nobleſt of the Field 

Otter. The ableſt, we may be * he is. 

(Alade. 

Bear. Oh the Cry redoubles, and yet 
ſeems at greater Diſtance. 

Lion. Has none of your younger Hearts 
the Courage to ſee the Danger? Madam, 
if your Cubs ben't already beyond my Reach, 
theſe aged Paws, and this good Heart, ſhall 
recover them for you. As he goes, meets 
tbe Cow in Tears.) Ah! venerable Dame! 
how have you diſpoſed of your precious 
Charge? 

Bear. My Children, my dear Babes !— 


Ah! Nurſe ! where has thou left my Babes? 


Ah! ſpeak not; my fond Heart 1 
ſay, has not the Wolf— 

Cow. Ah! Madam! name him not—I 
always told you what your Confidence in 
that crafty Beaſt wou'd turn to; but you 
' wou'd take Advice but of the Bull, whom 
that Varlet gain'd to your Undoing. 

Bear. Oh! I now fee all the Windings 
of the falſe Counſellor ; and too late repent 
my conſenting to the Exile of the faithful 
Spaniel. Yet, Nan you ſay not all 1 am 
to know. 

Cob. As you commanded, I was con- 
ducting the ſweet Babes hither to be preſent- 
ed to this noble Company ; and behold as 


we enter'd the adjoining Thicket, thinking 


of 
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of no Sort of Danger, we were accoſted by 
one of the Wolf's Domeſticks, who kept us 
in Parly till the Maſter came up——Oh ! 
then, he and his Servant, a huge Maſtiff- 
Dog, ſeiz d each one of the precious Cubs 
in my Keeping, and hurrying away with 
them, the Raviſher, the Wolf, bad me tell 
you, That you might find your Cubs 
*© where you had lodg d a Cub of equal or 
t greater Rank, a few Vears ago; and that 
« you muſt not wonder if he had taken 
ce ſuch a bold Step, ſince without it public 
« Juſtice was not to be done; nor the Tran- 
66 quility of the Foreſt to be A 
Bear. Ah, the Villain !——O, how] will 
hamper him! 


. Lien. When your Ladyſhip c: can n lay Hands 


upon him. But, if I miſtake not, he has 
ſet the Pack before he dealt the Cards. | 

Horſe. L wiſh he may not have a ſure 
Game to play. _—_ 

Bear. I may thank you particularly for 
it, if he has, that had gain'd all that had 


55 Acceſs to me. 


Lion. Thus are my Stores laviſh d round 
Bok: Ah, Palfry ! thou haſt undone me, 
| when, the better to urge me into the preſent 
Alliance, and into a Breach with the Fox 
and a Coolneſs upon the Monkey, you in- 
duced me to o place an implicit Conbdence in 

| m 
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him who now turns the Power I veſted him 
with, on myſelf. | 

Horſe. The Scheme was eligible and well 
laid. —— 

Lion. Such will the Volf call his Scheme 
if he ſucceeds; for Treaſon has no Alliance 
with Succeſs. 

Otter. There, Lord Lion, you are in the 
right——as indeed he wou'd in moſt Things, 
if left himſelf, | (Ale. 

Bear. You are all, or wou d be thought 
my Friends, yet not one of you hurries to 
to my Aid, or offers Advice. 

Horſe. Madam, you ſhall command all 
the Force of mine and Lord Lion's Foreſt. 
Lion. I may do much for a Lad 

Diſtreſs; but methinks, I might have been 


allow'd to anſwer for myſelf. Vet, let me 


| ſee, how will the Caſe ſtand if I ſhou'd not. 
The Hoff ſecures two Cubs to ſet one at Li- 
| berty——am I ſure that he has not acted by 


the Clues of Juſtice and Patriotiſm ? If he 


| has, why ſhou'd I impede the Courſe of 
| Juſtice, or obſtruct the future Welfare of 
a Community ? 
it does not appear clear to me, that the 
Wolf may not be able to anſwer for his Con- 
duct before the Unprejudiced, I am reſolved 
to obferve a Neutrality, notwithſtanding 
what my Aſſociate here may have aſſured 
you to the Contrary,—— 


fe. How Sir! 


Lion. 
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Lion. Prance as you may, my doughty 
Controller; Juſtice is Juſtice, and I love it 
too well to obſtruct its Courſe—and ſo, 
Madam, your Well-wiſher, in an honeſt. 
Way. . 

Bear. This is a Trick 'twixt you, Mr. 
Palfry, and that Roarer, but I'll be re- 
veng'd.— (Going. 

Tigreſs. Madam, I conjure. you to ſtay.— 

Bear. What, among pretended Friends, 
that aid me with Wind only when my All is 
at Stake !—T'll try if I can't recover one Friend 
worth you all, whom I was weak enough 
to abandon for thoſe who plung'd me into 
my preſent — and now look cool- 

on. 1 

Tigreßß. She can mean but the Fox, or 
An, with whom, if ſhe aſſociates, we 
are undone.—Let us follow to interpole. 


* 5 
SCENE II. 
An old Caſtle i in the Midft of a Breſt, 4 We · 
| ſel /itting on the Ruins. 


Weſel. What Power can ſecure me from 
his Rage, Whither ſhall I fly to hide my- 
ſelf from his Vigilance Ah is not that 
he that ruſtles thro' yon' Brake? Oh 
Coward that I am, what had I to do with 
Empire, and Cares, and Dangers its Con- 


commitants ? ? A Heart like mine, was 2 
tted | 
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fitted for Retirement than the Buſtles and 
Riſks of Courts and Foreſts, ——But my 
Aunt wou'd force me from my native reſting 
Place, and oblig'd me to reject proffer'd 
Honours, fince.confer'd on my Couſin, the 
Boar, whom ſhe wou'd lately have perſuad- 
ed me to treat ill, for Purpoſes of her own. 
——Ah ! theſe all are the Conſequences of 
lawleſs Love And I miſt be made the. 
Sacrifice——to make Way for the Fruits of 
her cover'd Pleaſures, I muſt; intrude upon 
my Couſin.— But ſee the dire Effects of 
her  ſelf-intereſted Politicks. Already bas 
her favourite Counſellor, the Wolf, ſhiver d 
the Props of ber big Plan, by ſecuring her 
Cubs; and ſhau' d he, as tis thought he * 
ſet up the Cub, ſo long immur' d, ſhe may 
retire to Solitude; if Lenity touch the Tray 
tor's Heart. But mayn't the Epithet e | 
| harſher than it need If his Conduct be 
weigh'd in the Scale of Juſtice, how will 
the Beam incline ? or if that of my Aunt be 
thrown into the purifying Fireof Equity, how 
will it come out? Ah! he comes, and 
Rage and Reſolution flaſh from his quick 
Eye, which already has diſcover'd me. 
Yet may I be miſtaken, for, as he advances 
methinks his Looks ſoften. : 


R -$CEND 
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* ol E N E III. 
Enter the Wolf. 


vol. Poor panting pigmy Elf deſcend, 
and be ſafe. | 
Meſel. You'll ſpare my "7 "OE Fo 
Mo,. ] will, and your Aunt's too, if he 
ſharpens not, by Reſiſtance, the Edge 0 
Juſtice— 
? hn And her bl 
olf. For whom you were to make Way. 
—— They ſhall live too, tho? as little ſhou'd 
they be thy Care as mine, who ſeek but the 
fature Happineſs of my native Foreſt, more 
dear to me than Life. Greater or more 
powerful, I can't be hereafter than I lately 
was; yet knowing that no permanent Hap- 
pineſs cou'd attend the Soil of my Birth, 
without the Change I have now begun, I 
choſe to put all at Hazard by fiezing Oppor- 
tunity while I might.-—But for thee, thou 
ſhalt return to thy little Wood in ſafety, 
where you and your Couſin, the Boar, may 
agree your Differences—Perhaps, hereafter, 
I may adviſe giving you Aid from our great 
_ Foreſt, ſhou d your Couſin, as probably he 
will, diſpute with you the Succeſſion” you 
refign'd to him on a fairer Proſpe&t. It 
will be our Intereſt to ſupport a controvert- 
ed Title to the Goat's Foreſt. |. ¶Aſide.) But 
Calm and Peace muſt be firſt ſpread o'er 
home, 


FY 
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home, before we can think of ſuccourins 
thee. Therefore neſtle ſnugly in thy native 
Copſe, and wait an Opportunity. I'll ſee 
| thee conducted in Security. 

[The Weſel deſcends, and exeunt both, 


SCENE IV. 


Enter the Monkey, as if in Converſation 
with the Badger. 


Monkey. If the Wolf ſeeks my Aſſiſtance he 
ſhall have it moſt willingly ; for tho' I might 
object to his Gratitude to the Bear, who 
rais'd, and repoſed a Confidence in him, yet 
am Ia Friend to the Cauſe he eſpouſes. 
Badger. The Cauſe of Innocence and of 
Juſtice—— 

Monkey. Which I ſhall ever protect. 
You are no Stranger to my Reſolves in fa- 
vour of the young Lion. 

_ Badger. No, my Lord; and the Mbelßp, 
if I miſtake not, will retaliate - the generous 
Favour. — 

Monkey. I believe it; for in my Converſe 

with him, he exceeds all that E 
Fame had ſpoken of him. 

Badger. O, my Lord! when you ſhall 

know him as well and long as the Talbot, 

from whom I have his true Character, you 11 
perceive ſuch a copious Mind, ſuch a Fund 

of Underſtanding, ſo much Goodneſs, ſo 
great Generoſity, ſuch Benevolence, and 

| „ ſuch 
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ſuch Evenneſs and Openneſs of T emper, as 
| 1 endear him to you for ever. 
Monkey. Already is his Intereſt as dear to 
me as my on; but Reynard, on one Side, 
and my Dam on the other, mean to divert 
me from my Purpoſe, but they ſhan't ; yet 
muſt I hold it fair with the Fox, and par- 
ticularly-at the Eve of the great Event juft 
machinated by the Wolf. Are we ſure 
that the deluded Bear won't attempt the Re- 
\£overy of her Cubs, by the Aid of Reynard, 
who, however diſoblig'd he may have been 
at her late Conduct, will cloſe with her Of- 
fers, and ſhift to her from us: My Friend, 
you know the Fox ; Intereſt is his Idol; and 
to ſecure that, he will break thro' all Ties 


. and Promiſes. What a Specimen. has he 


ded us lately of the true Portraitute of 
iis Ambiguity, in his Conduct towards the 
generous Yhelþ What hooping and hal- 
lowing was that? (A great Noiſe without. 
Badger. The Noiſe thickens, and ſeems 
20 approach, Tl learn the Occaſion. © 
* Goes out, and returns laughing. 
ow now ſome Maiden ra- 

vid: * Rat hunted for Loſs of Bacon, — 

Badger. A royal Tho, my Lord 
your Alh y——ha, hal | 

Monkey, The Fox, is at his old Pranks, 
; he, ha! what of him? 
Baager. That he has been purſued by all 
the 9 Faqs their Wives, 


Sons, 
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Sons, and Daughters, arm'd with Forks, 

Spits, Pokers, and Ladles, for Loſs of Pou- 

lets and Geeſe, ha, ha! They deſire Ad- 

mittance to your Lorſhip, to make Com- 
laint. 

Monkey. It may not be The Affair nad 
be buſh'd d, that Reynard take no Umbrage 
at our Conduct towards him, here in the 
North: Step to the Crowd, and ſay from 
me, that I ſhall ſend anon to compenſate 
each for any Damage he may have ſuſtain d. 
(Exit Badger.) How prevalent is Nature in 
thoſe that don't lay a Reſtraint upon their 
Paſſions ? Hapleſs Beaſts ! more wretch- 
ed than ſenſual Man, are they who weigh 
not their Cunduct in Reaſon's Scale Al 
will be Confuſion, all Injuſtice, when Rea- 
ſon directs not the Courſe.——Reynerd, the 
- richeſt Inhabitant of the Foreſt, gives a 
Looſe to Nature, and pilfers Poultry from 
the pooreſt Hinds..— (The 1 returns J 
They are contented, I | 
Badger, They are, my 1050 ; and bleſs 
you for your n. —Lour an is 

VC mmm N 

Monkey. I am, my Prin; * who 
that is bleſs'd with the Faculty of cool Re- 
flection can be otherwiſe ? See you not the 
growing Degeneracy of Beaſts, how they 
ape weak Man in all his Extravagancies and 
Follies ? And what is more piercing ſtill to 
the generous Breaſt, the Beaſts of higheſt 
a Ranks, 
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Ranks, that ſhou'd ſet Example to the Reſt; 

are moſt ſenſual and extravagant. ——Caſt 
round your Thoughts on all the Rulers of 
the Foreſt, and find me if you can, a rea- 
ſonable Beaſt among them. But ſo was it 
not always; yet have we now ſuch a weak 
Generation of r—1 Noodles, one at moſt 
excepted, as puts Ri to the Bluſh... 
\ Badger. Of Chiefs, I can't brag much; 
but of Expectants more may be faid._— 

Monkey. Even of theſe, except the Boar, 
and Whelp, what can Fame urge in their 
Favour ? See what a Dolt is to ſucceed the 
Fux; and how much more promiſing i is the 
Afſs's Heir? — 

Badg. Vet ample Amends has Dail Na- 
ture made in the Paſjry's Family, or tell- 
* Fame is a Babbler. 

Monfey. There take thy Stand; a firmer | 
you cou'd not have choſen— Ah my 

riend ! what Pity it is that Fortune ſhou' d 
wear a Bandage o er her Eyes !-—But I'll 
remove, or at leaſt attempt it. 

Badger. Ah! my Lord! the beauteous 
Hind might much forward your Deſigns.— 
Monkey. Which the earneſtly wiſhes to 

do ; nor can I wonder that ſhe yields to the 
Force of exalted Merit Vet a little while, 
and all will do well. Who have we here. 
nard's Counſellor, the Cat, How fare 


your Lord, Sir? Il ape = beſt and wor- 
REL. I 
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thieſt Friend and Ally, is well in Body and 
Mind ? (De Cat comes forward. 
Cat. To your Lordſhip, he ſendeth greet- 
ing, wiſhing for an immediate Conference 
with you, on Matters of high Importance. 
As for his bodily Health, he enjoys it per- 


fect, except a Lameneſs contracted in a late 


Excurſion he made for Paſtime. | 
Monkey. And for Pelf..—( Aſide. ) Say, 
Sir, with my beſt Love, that I ſhall wait 
on him incontinently ;——I Joe the late 
Convulſion in the Bear's Fami y to be the 
Occaſion. 8 
Cat. Vou have gueſs d, my good Lord 3 
nor ought fair Opportunity to be loſt when it 
_ offers... Already has the Bear been on her 
Knees to my Maſter for Succour, 
Monkey. Which *tis to be hoped he has 
granted. Thus by my bending to what 
J wou'd not have done, I ſhall fift the Truth 
from this cunning Elf. (Aſide.) 
Cat. Your Lordſhip's Penetration readily 
unfolds the knottieſt Points; and as you ſay, 
ſo do I think ought my Maſter to prop up 
the trembling Bear, For ſhou'd the bold 
and crafty Wolf ſucceed, Peace and Plenty 
might ſo o'er-ſpread that vaſt northern Fo- 
reſt, that we in the South may hereafter be 
obliged to bend to its mighty Power. 
Such our Politicks, and ſuch our Intereſt, to 
prevent Calm and Union in the diſtant as 
well as neighbouring Foreſts. 


Monkey. 
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Monkey. And both wiſely o'er-weigh'd 


my Lord Reynard's Friendſhip for the Lion's 
 Whelp.- Thus can his late Conduct towards 


that youthful and uſeful Ally, be juſtified by 
the _ Scales of Conveniency and Self- In- 
Cat. Some Part of that Conduct was 
harſher than it need, and againſt my Advice, 
as judging it muſt create a perſonal Enmity, 
which might hereafter prove dangerous, 


| ſhou'd the Hhelp ever ſucceed in his Views 


on the ſecluded Foreſt: I n the Pro- 
ſpect is very diſtant, yet diſtant as it may 
— prefent, he may poſſibly ſucceed, 
either by the Fame of his own Virtues, or 


thro' the Demerit of others: And I am al- 


ways for guarding againſt Poſſibilities; there- 
fore was averſe to the puſhing the Youth's 


Reſentment beyond all Bounds. But my 


Reaſons were o'er-ruled by my more ſan- 
guine Colleagues in Council, and particular- 
ly by the Arguments of an inflam'd Levite, 


who ow'd his high Rank to the V belp's 
Sire. Yet, tho' I was averſe to Severity, 


I was no lefs averſe to ſupporting his Claim, 
foreſeeing, that if he ſucceeded, the natural 
Intereſt of the ſecluded Foreſt wou'd induce 


him to help paring my Maſter's Nails. 


But ſee a ſecond Meſſenger from my Ma- 
ſter, to quicken your Lordſhip's Pace. 
Monkey. I wait on him; | [Exeunt, 


ir 
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A Grove of Ever-greens, on the Banks of a 
clear Stream of W ater. 


Enter the Hind, and the Ewe, from the p- 
pofite Sides of the Grove. 


Hind. No more, my Dear, ſhall you wear 
the Name of Rival, but in its Stead, I will 
call thee Friend ; for ſuch I deem thee, and 
ever ſhall, let the dear Youth's Deciſion be 
what it may.—— 

Ewe. Alas! my Friend, a Name I ſhall 
be ever vain to bear, the IWhelp, as little as 
thyſelf, has the Liberty of Choice—Such 
is his hard Fortune. 

Hind. Ah! name not the blind Deity ! 
Was ſhe not ſtone-blind, wou'd ſhe have 
ſmiled on Demerit, and frown'd on Virtue? 

Ewe. And was ſhe not deaf as well as 
blind, wou'd ſhe not have heard the loud 
Voice of open-mouth'd Fame, who has been 
hoarſe in our Lover's Praiſe * 's 

Hind. I heard ſay that Love is blind, yet 
can it be true, ſince he has ſo ſurely taken 
his Aim at thy Heart and mine? Hy, ho! 
that Heart which miſgives me. 
Exe. So does mine; and vet it yields 
not to Suſpicion of my Lover's Truth. — 


L Hind. 
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Hind. Nor mine; yet is it weigh'd down 
by Doubt ; but not of him that ingroſſes it. — 
Ewe. Of your Brother rather, who oft' 
ſpins his Web too fine there lye my 
Hopes, if this freſh Alarm in the Bear's 
F _ don't cauſe a Change in his Politicks. 
HAlde. 
Hind Did not the heroick Youth ap point 
us here? Wherefore then does he delay 7— 
he Charmer comes yet am I de- 


ceiv'd; 'tis his Confident, the gallant Talber. 


: $SCEN-E II. 
Enter the Talbot. 


 Ambo. Where, where, Sir, is thy Friend? 

Talbot. Ladies 

Ambo. Ah, Sir, dally not with our Fears, 
but ſay is he well! ? 

Talbot. He is— 

Ambo. Oh! where Why was he not 
ee A 

Hind, Well might my Heart weigh more 


than uſual, 
Ewe. Now can I ſee wy mine was ſunk 


fo low. ute, 
Hind. Reynard, falſe Reynard. or the 
Palfry has way-laid the glorious Youth. - / 
(Weeps. 

Talbot. Lovely Pair! how affecting their 
Grief; how uncommon their | Generofity ! 


6 . =, Faireſt, kindeſt of your charming 


Sex, 


— 
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Sex, ceaſe to bewail an i imaginary Loſs ; nor 
grieve for an Abſence, nor blame it, ſince it 


1s involuntary. Already was the warm Lo- 

ver, the fearleſs Wheip, on his Way to the 
Appointment, when the wary Monkey ſent 
to wean him from the Walk at the Riſque 
of his Friendſhip. By the Meſſenger he 
wrote theſe Words in a Tablet, which he 
ſent as a Preſent to the hunted Youth, —— 
_ © Your Enemies, whom I need not name, 
” got Wind of your Arrival, and have Scouts 
« ev'iry Way to mark your Goings ; judge 
« of the Danger as I do; and, if you wou'd 
© keep me your Friend, ſtir not from your 
«© Den, till you hear further from me.“ 

Hind. Oh, ſavage Cruelty | why doſt thou 
fink into noble Hearts; 

Ewe. Call you thoſe Beaſts noble, who 


harbour ignoble Thoughts? High, as blind 


Fortune may have plac'd them, yet are they 


far below the Level of the meaneſt of the 


Foreſt. I 
Hind. The Generous and Humane, how 


obſcure ſoe er their Birth or Condition; riſe 
high, in the Eye of Reaſon, above the 
higheſt in Rank, if they reſt not on the Ba- 
ſis of Virtue.— But our Lover, (you ſee, 
Sir, we bluſh not to own the virtuous F lame) 
the Favourite of F ame; he ſoars as high in 
Merit, above molt of his Rank, as in Birth, 
above the low-born Herd- 


L Tank 
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Ewe. He, the glorious Youth, is born to 
reclaim and fave, by Precept and Example ; 
nor is Vice and Luxury, ſo long encou- 
Tag'd, to be rooted up but by a Head and 
Heart like his. 

Talbot. With either of you, fair 8 
lencies, to aid him in the glorious Work, 
we might pronounce his Succeſs. What 
Soil, how rank ſoever or o'ergrown with 
Weeds, might not be brought to yield fair 
Crops under the Inſpection of ſuch a Fair? 

Hind. Oh that Sound ſtrikes a YO 
5 7 my Soull.— 

Ewe. So it dons ON MINC.— | 

Hind. Already is the Blood chill'd in all 
its Veſſels tho you are my Friend, yet can't 
T bear that you ſhou'd be pair'd with the 
dear Youth in Prejudice of me. 

Eve. Nor I, that you ſhou'd be the happy 
— my Friend, let our Friendſhip 
ſtill ſubſiſt; nor let us blame either him or 
ourſelves; but as either is bleſs'd, let the 

other lay the Fault at Fortune's Door, and 
recur to Patience. Pray, Sir, may we not 
accompany you to the Place of the Whelp's 


A ? 

_ Hind. Oh, pray, Sir, oblige 1 "TR. 
Talbot. With Pleaſure I ſhou'd obey, i 

Danger to the Youth you love, ſtood not in 

the way on either Side. Shou'd you be 

track'd to his Den, and Harm ſhou'd enſue, 


or ſhou'd the Lord Monkey diſreliſh the 
Viſit, 


Nen of BTASN oy: 


Vike Et, Ladies, if you'll come- this 
way, we'll take Council as we walk, and I'll 
| ſee what may be done, for the Eaſe of the 


Whelp that muſt be torn in twain, ſhou'd 


8 you both accoſt him at a time. (Aide. 


[ Exeunt. 


SCENE III. 


A Cottage on the Edge of a Wood, the Floor 
treu d with Heads and Limbs of Sheep, 
Kids, Lambs, and of different Fowls. 


Enter the Boar and Bad ger. 
Badger. Such, my Lord, is the Havock 


| which the voracious Couple we ſaw go hence, 


have made, to ratify their coming Friend- 
ſhip. Thus have the Bear and Fox feaſted 
in their Treaty- making. 

Boar. Such, my Friend, will day be 
the dire Effects of Inſatiety and Ambition. 
Ah! my Counſellor! if ever you ſhou'd ſee 
me inclining to either, check and and rouſe 
me from the vicious Lethargy, - elſe I _ 


not deem thee my Friend. 


Badger. My Lord, had I thought you in- 
clin'd to either, you ne'er had had me your 
Friend: And as much as your Cauſe ſtands 
in Need of the young Lion's ſucceeding in 
his Views on the ſecluded Foreſt, I ne'er 


a 


had intereſted 1 for him, had I not be- 
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78 The Northern Election; Or, 
Hey'd him form'd by Nature to bleſs and re- 
form the preſent erring Generation. 

Baar. Erring indeed, the World is; and 
who fo likely to reform it as a Whelp tutor'd 
in the School.of Adverſity ?!——Tell me, my 


Friend, for you have ſeen him ſince his arri- _ 


val in this Foreſt, is not that he who walks 


penſive before yon Cave? 
Badger. The ſame; for who but himſelf 


con'd fo ſhine thro' thoſe almoſt i impervious 


Clouds of Cares and Sorrows that ſurround 


him ? Except yourſelf, and your Brother-in- 


Law the Monkey, has he a ruling Friend here 


or elſewhere ? 
Boar. Muſt not all the World be in 

Friendſhip with Virtue like his? 
Badger. Ves, my Lord, if all the World 

were virtuous as he is. Had the preſent 


Chiefs of the Foreſt any the leaſt Acquain- 
tance with Virtue, wou'd that perfect Youth 


be hunted as he is? Even now is he ſur- 
rounded. with Danger on every Side. The 
Palfry, and his Mule, the Bear, and even the 
Fox.——— 
Boar. Ab! Jenn not the Liſt of the 
Enemies to Virtue, which, 'I truſt, will find 
Safety in the Monkey's Vigilance and mine. 
hut how reliſhes the 4s the Arrival of 
the afflicted, Youth in theſe Parts, or the Re- 
port of his Affiancing with the fleecy Exe ? 
Badger. As the Palfry wou'd his matching 
with the lovely Hind.— The Aſs has _ 
l 
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had the wide Foreſt he was elected to, in 
view for his favourite Colt, and thought that 
matching with the Ewe wou'd beſt ſecure 
his Succeſs. —— 

Boar. Or 1 am miſtaken in the hunted 
Youth, or he has no View to that Succeſ- 
fion.——A much greater Prize he aims at; 
and tho' the Toil and Hazard be greater, 10 
will the Glory too, of reſtoring the golden 
Age to the ſecluded Foreſt . 

Badger. And he, if any, is capable of 
working the deſirable Change ; for, my 
Lord, if the Source be clear, ſo will the 
Stream. —Yet ſee yon muddy Sources how 
they embrace 
Boar. The Bear and Fox. —— Already 
then can I diſcern the Y/o's Scheme abor- 
tive, In taking Reynard to her Aid, ſhe 
mult recover her Cubs. ——— 

Badger. And Power too; yet theſe fre- 

uent Convulſions pry upon the Vitals, and 
enfeeble them. 
Boar. While yet 8 offers let it 
be improv'd; if the Vo, ſhou'd have fail'd, 
yet may the Seed of Diſcord be ſo ſcatter d 
in the Bear's Foreſt, on this Event, as to 
weaken her Efforts. Let us take Counſel 
of the firſt Mover of all our Schemes. 
Badger. Already is he in view to our wiſh. 
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10 The Northern Election Or, 
SCENE IV. 


| Enter the Monkey. 


Monk, What a Scene of Horror is here, my 
Friends? But ſuch it muſt ever be where the 
Bear and Fox bear Sway. Oh ! you that 
direct the Actions of ruling Beaſts, point 


mine to Juſtice, — 


Badger. And to Generoſity, my Lord. — 


See yon majeſtic Youth, — 


Monk. How unlike that Pair who. hug 
each other as they trudge along. But tho 
the Bear has recover'd her Cubs, and, for the 

preſent, ſecur'd her Power, my Meaſures 
yet ſhall take her and her new Ally, Reynard, 
down.——Ungrateful Reynard] who ſhifts 
and varies with the Wind. —— | 

Badger. I think not, my Lord, he i is ever 


| ſteady to his own Intereſt, 


Monk. And cover'd with foul n al 


| o'er; but by none is he ſo disfigur'd as by 


his late Treatment of yon penſive Youth. 
Bear. Who yet may be in Plight to re- 
taliate. 
Monk. Or by ſhall, or be 550 I ſhall fink 
together. Yet awhile muſt 1 poſtpone 


the final Execution of my big Plan. The 


generous help, however, ſhall find ſhelter 
in this Clime, Spite of his Enemies; and 
anon ſhall find a Bride ſuited to his Birth. 

* 
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I'll bear him up, by the Aids of Art and 
Addreſs, againſt the 1 of his Foes, till 
the old Goat be out of our way; but then, | 
I will openly add my whole Strength to the 
Engine of my Brain. The better to execute 
this Plan, you and I, Brother, muſt incline 
to Peace. 
Boar. Such was the Counſel of my Con- 
ſort— 
Monk. Who is deeply {kill'd in Myſteries 
of State. | | [id 7 
Badger. Or ſhe had not been ſo lov'd by; 
and like, your Lordſhip, 
Monk. Yet is the not dearer to me or more 
like than the Hind.— But ſee her Suitor 
ſees me, and moves this way: You'll both' 
retire that I may the better explore the Re- 
ceſſes of his Brain and Heart. ¶Exeunt the 
Boar and Badger) Well may that noble Air 
and Symmetry of Parts, that meaning Aſo 
pect, win my Siſter and the Ewe. How 
gracefully he moves, — and how viſible the 
ſudden generous Tranſition in his virtuous 
Mind, which ſhudders at the horrid Scene 
in view! (Enters the V. Lion) You are 
thoughtful, my young Lord, nor can be 
otherwiſe in your Station; but great, Minds 
ſoar high 1 ] 
iT, £07. Perſonalities ; ; tis true, my Lord, 
—a Mind, well poiz'd, finks not to deſpair, 
| but bears with Patience, and gloriouſly ſtru 
gles with Afflictions: Yet that very Mind, | 
M great 
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great in o'erfooking its own immediate Suf- 
ferings, wou'd, in my Opinion, ceaſe to be 
great, ſhou'd it calmly view the Calamities 
of others. What Mind can behold, un- 
ſhaken, the Scene before us ? 8 
Monk. You are yet unſkill'd, my Friend, 
in the Wiles and Urgencies of fupream 
Power... FV 
N. Lion. And ſo for ever wiſh to be, if it 
needs muſt urge the Poſſeſſor to Acts of 
Cruelty and Injuctice. Ah! my Lord, mea- 
ſure by thy ſelf. and fay, how much more 
refin'd the Joys that refult from communi- 
cating happineſs to others, —But theſe are 
Joys unfelt by the Authors of this Carnage. 
| * n Vet may it be the Work of Ne- 
ceilit7.— 5 9 
Y. Lim: Of the Appetites and Paſſions 
rather, which hurry away to the Commiſ- 
fions of all Sorts of Wrongs, him who lays 
not an early Reſtraint upon them..—But, 
my Lord, wherefore do I attempt pencillin 
out the Miſeries reſulting from uncontroul' 
Paſſions before you, that are diftinguiſh'd 
beyond all the Chiefs of the Foreſt, for ſub- 
jecting them to Reaſon? Let me rather to 
the Purport of my Viſit, which was to re- 
turn you Thanks for your generous Care of 
my Safety, and to know from you what De- 
Cifion I am to make. My Lord, the bea- 
teous Hind is lov'd as ſoon as known, O 
Monk, 
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NesT of BrasTs, 1 
Monk. Vet, my Friend, for ſuch you ſhall 


on be, you may not decide in her Favour 

t preſent. Your Intereſt and mine will 
_ it otherwiſe, The fleecy Ewe better 
anſwers, at this time, the Ends in view. Had 
the Wolf ſucceeded, and the old Goat been 
on his long Journey, I wou'd have born 
down, by my Authority, all Oppoſition to 
the Alliance we both deſire. But in the pre- 
ſent State of Affairs, we muſt bend to Ne- 
ceſſity, and temporize.—A general pacifick 
Meeting of the different Confederates is to be 
held anon, at which you will do well to aſ- 


fiſt in order to be known ; mean while I'll 


give Orders for your N uptials. 

2. Lian. Is not Reynard to be of the 
Number ? 
Honk. He is. 


Appearance there. My honeſt Heart 


my 
forbids an Interview with one ſo faithleſs and f 


unhof pitable. L 
' Monk. Be it as you will; yet remember 


that, in good Policy, Reſentments are not 


always to be long live d. 
- Y. Lion. My Lord, I ſhall never forget 
that I ought to forgive; 8 

Man. We will further faft the Subject as 


we walk, at Perſent we are diſturb d. 
LErunt. 


SCENE 


JZ. Lion. Enough, my Lond to oblius | 
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s E NE Iv. 
Enter the Bear and the- Wolf as in 45 je 
_ Fomrſe. 8 


Wolf. Such is a Proof of your Ladyſhip's 
Diſectiment. What elſe but your Service 
cou'd your faithful Counſellor have in View ? 
Already was I at the Summit of all ſubordi- 
nate Greatneſs ; nor cou'd I aſpire to greater 
Power than you veſted me with: But I 
judg'd it for your Intereſt, in ſo critical a 
g Crit to ſound the Public, and put Particu- 
lars to trial; and how ſo well cou'd that 
be done, as by the ſudden Seizure of your 
Cubs ? 

Bear. I was alarm'd at firſt, not dixern- 
ing the Depth or Refinement of your Policy, 
but am now fo well pleas'd with this new 
Proof of your Faith and Skill, that you have 
ſecur'd me your Friend for ever. 

Wolf. And for ever am I ſecur'd in the 
Chains of Zeal and Duty. Kneeling.) Such 
will always be the Succeſs of Deceit, when 
well cover'd with fair Intention. Deeper 
yet, and better laid, ſhall be my future 
Schemes in favour of the Injur'd. - (Aſide.) 
Madam, or my Ears beguile me, or Shouts 
| Have reach'd them that denote the Aſſem- 
bling of the Chiefs... Your Preſence will be 
immediately neceſſary. 


Bear. 


 _J-NesT of BEASTS. 85 
Bear. I go; yet tell me, if Report ſay 
true concerning the — s Nuptials with 
the Ewe? | 
Mol. It does. Already has the ' Monkey 
aſſented. 5 
Bear. I ſhall be teaz'd to thwart the er- 
-rant Youth in his Deſigns, -and force him 
from theſe northern Climes. 
' Wolf. And owe you not more to Juſtice, 
to Compaſſion, to your own Honour, than 
to cool Friendſhip, ſuch as you told me, was 
 "ſhewn you when you lately thought your- 
ſelf in Extremity ? Beſides, Madam, wou'd 
vou copy the Ungeneroſity of the Whelp's 
late unhoſpitable - Hoſt? Wou'd you, as 
Reynard, fix an indelible Stain on your 
* KEW 
Bear. Never you thall further counſel 
me'in our 1 | 3 


1 SCENE. V. 


4 Lawn in a Wood, at the Edge e of which 
the Fox, and the Cat, appear in "If Con- 


Ference. 


Fox. To be thus foil d by a Stipling); 
and at my own Weapons too! ſhameful ! 

Cat. Ay, my Lord, to be out-done in 
Art and Addreſs, the Inheritances of your 
Houſe, — 
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Fur. Was it not enough that he lately 
hray d me at my own Threſhold, 2 
me to uſe him ill; but he muſt gain my 


Allies to bis Cuuſe,.—and.— Oh! poignant 


Reflection! he muſt gain too the fleecy Eue, 
the Joydlieſt and richeſt of the Foreſt fair 
And was all this big Scene acted, my Coun- 


ſellor, unknown to thee ? Ab! where- 


„ane haſt thou fuck! Stores to diſtribute, yet 
fail in Intelligence. | 
Cat. Wherefore has the Paſiy, more in- 


tereſted than you, waſted ſo much greater 


Stores, yet was nat able to trace even his 
hither, much leſs cou'd he explore 
the Place of bis Abode, or the Myſteries of 
his Negotiations. 

Fox. Already fo myſterious! ſo young, 
yet fo conſummate in Policy! What may I 
not fear when he grows up to Ripeneſs of 
Years, and is matur'd by Buſineſs and Ex- 

tence ? 

Cat. What e- even now. 
For ſee where he bends his Steps. 

Pax. Ha! Death to wy Hopes ! He comes 
forward——Ah !* that reſenting Look pierces 
to the Quick. Let us retire. 

Cat. For the World, my Lord, you may 
nat ſo great a Weakneſs of Mind. 
* tis now tao late, 
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Enter the Young Lion, who paſſes on, looking 
fternly at the Fox, as he goes by him. 


Fox. Ah! faw you not, how already the 
Stripling lords it o'er me ? 

Cat. Such will it ever be with great un- 
| tainted Minds. —(-Aide.) Theſe Shouts pro- 
claim the Election over; ſo may you join 
the Chiefs aſſembled to put a temporary End 
to theſe northern Feuds. [Exeunt, 
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